Timberline's program for 2000 offers several exciting adventure activities. In addition to our extensive selection of on-road and off-road cycling programs, we'll again offer a growing number of complementary hiking adventures along with combined biking and hiking experiences.

Programs are grouped according to content in this brochure. On-road tours are described on pages 7-27; 

off-road mountain bike adventures, page 28; and hiking 

programs, pages 29-42. Combined cycling and hiking adventures appear in both the on-road and off-road sections of the brochure. "Biker/Hiker," "Classic," and "Adventure" designations reflect the inclusion of dedicated hiking opportunities as components of those programs.

Consult individual tour descriptions for tour prices, what's included in those prices, assembly locations, and other logistical information. Applicable discounts, tour departure and conclusion times, registration guidelines and other procedural issues are discussed on page 43. n

2000 Schedule    







 Fall Colors Tour

Cycling Adventures

Montana Magic/Glacier Park (pgs 8-9)

July 2-8: Glacier Park Alpiner

July 22-30: Glacier Park Rambler

August 6-12: Glacier Park Alpiner

August 11-20: Big Sky Classic

August 27-Sept 2: Glacier Park Alpiner

Oh, Idaho (p. 10)

July 22-30: River-of-No-Return Bike/Raft Adventure

August 12-20: Bitterroot/Sawtooth Rambler

Yellowstone Country (pgs ll-12)

June 25-July 1: Yellowstone/Tetons Biker/Hiker

July 23-29: Yellowstone/Tetons Biker/Hiker

July 30-August 5: Beartooth/Big Horns Biker/Hiker

August 20-26: Yellowstone/Tetons Biker/Hiker

Canadian Rockies (pgs 13-14)

July 9-15: Icefields Alpiner

July 22-30: Icefields Rambler

August 6-12: Icefields Alpiner

August 20-26: Icefields Alpiner

Aug. 25-Sept 3: Classic Canada

Odyssey Series (pgs 15-16)

July 29-August 12: Rocky Mountain Magic: 


             Missoula-to-Jasper

August 5-20: Palisades of the Pacific: Seattle-to-San 




       Francisco

Alaska (P 17)

July 16-23: Adventure Alaska

July 30-Aug 6: Adventure Alaska

August 20-27: Adventure Alaska

New Mexico's Land Of Enchantment (p 18)

May 28-June 3: Northern New Mexico Alpiner

August 12-20: New Mexico Rambler

Sept 17-23: Northern New Mexico Alpiner 

October 8-14: Northern New Mexico Alpiner 

Great Canyons Of The Southwest (pgs19-20)

June 4-10: Bryce/Zion Alpiner

June 24-July 2: Great Canyons Biker/Hiker

August 26-Sept 3: Great Canyons Biker/Hiker

September 15-24: Canyon Country Classic 

October 1-7: Bryce/Zion Alpiner 

Colorado High Country Gold (pgs 21-22)

June 25-July 1: San Juans Alpiner

July 21-30: San Juans Adventure

August 11-20: Classic Colorado

September 10-16: San Juans Alpiner 

San Juans/Olympics /North Cascades (pgs 23-24)

July 9-15: San Juan Islands/Victoria

July 22-30: Rainier Rambler

August 6-12: San Juan Islands/Victoria

August 19-27: Olympics Adventure

September 3-9: San Juan Islands/Victoria

Oregon Coast/Cascades (pgs 25-26)

July 2-8: North Oregon Coast

July 22-30: Oregon Coast-to-Cascades Rambler

August 19-27: Rogue River Rambler

September 10-16: North Oregon Coast

California Dreamin' (p 27)

June 18-24: Classic California

July 30-Aug. 6: High Sierra Adventure

September 17-23: Classic California

OFF-ROAD ADVENTURES (p 28)

May 28-June 2: KATY Rails-To-Trails

July 9-15: Kettle Valley Rails-to-Trails

October 1-6: KATY Rails-to-Trails 

Hiking Adventures

Southwest: Canyons and Color Country (pgs 30-33)

March 26-31: Big Bend Country

April 9-14: Grand Canyon/Havasupai

April 23-28: Canyonlands/Arches

May 7-12: Capitol Reef / The Grand Staircase

May 16-21: Grand Canyon: Rim-to-River-to-Rim

May 28-June 2: Grand Canyon: Rim to-River-to-Rim

June 11-16: Bryce/Zion

September 17-22:Grand Canyon: Rim-to-River-to-Rim

October 1-6: Capitol Reef/ The Grand Staircase 

October 8-13: Bryce/Zion 

October 15-20: Grand Canyon/Havasupai

October 22-27: Canyonlands/Arches

High Sierras (pgs 33-34)

June 25-30: Yosemite

September 3-8: Sequoia/Kings Canyon

September 10-15: Yosemite

Pacific Northwest  (pgs 34-36)

July 16-21: North Cascades

July 30-Aug 4: Sun Valley/Sawtooths of Idaho

August 13-18: Alaska: The Kenai

September 10-15: North Cascades 

Canadian Rocky Mountain Series  (pgs 36-38)

July 16-21: Waterton/Kananaskis Country

July 30-Aug 4: Banff/Kootenay

Aug 27-Sept l: Yoho

Rocky Mountain Magic (pgs 38-41)

July 23-28: Glacier Park

July 30-Aug 4: Yellowstone/Grand Tetons

August 6-11: The Beartooths

August 13-18: Telluride, COLORADO

August 20-25: Glacier Park

Aug 27-Sept 1: Yellowstone/Grand Tetons

September 17-22: Aspen, COLORADO 

September 24-29: Taos/Santa Fe: 


           The Pecos Wilderness 

Pacific Rim (pgs 41-42)

January 23-28: Hawaii: Volcanoes and the Kona Coast

Jan. 30-Feb 4: Kauai: Waimea Canyon 

                     and the Na Pali Coast

Oct. 29-Nov. 3: Hawaii: Volcanoes and the Kona Coast

November 5-10: Kauai: Waimea Canyon and the 



   Na Pali Coast

7975 E. Harvard #J

Denver, Colorado 80231

(800)417-2453 or (303)368-4418

Fax: (303)368-1651

Web Site: http://timbertours.com/tours/

E-mail: timber@boulder.earthnet.net 

Touring With Timberline

So here we all are teetering on the brink of a new millennium and, as we contemplate and anticipate the significance of such an occasion, we are aware that it has become fashionable to pause to reflect upon the past and ponder what the future may hold.

For all of us, without a doubt, it is fascinating to reflect upon the changes that we have witnessed since our earliest days of doing this sort of thing. At the risk of stating the obvious, technology has dramatically affected so many aspects of what we do. It has affected the way we accumulate information and disseminate information to all of you; it has affected the manner in which we attract your attention and convey our message to you; it has affected, for better or worse, how we communicate with one another; and it has impacted our experiences in the field. We've been around so long that we've endured the advent of biopace oval chainrings as the biomechanical miracle of the 20th century, and the year-by-year subsequent re-invention of the round chainring. Even toe clips have come and gone during our watch, and ever-trendy Carol still vows that this will be the year she goes clipless.

As we again pause to look toward the future, whether that future be expressed as the coming season or, more globally, as the new millennium, we perceive as our greatest challenge honoring our commitment that certain things will never change. And so, as we prepare for our 18th year, we'd like to share with any of you who haven't as yet lost interest, at least our perception of who we are, what is important to us, what our focus is today and what our direction will be for the future. Eighteen years ago, more for fun than out of any sense of a future vocation, we put together a 5-day bicycle tour of Colorado's northern Rockies, the centerpiece of which was the challenge of Trail Ridge Road in Rocky Mountain National Park - a 22-mile climb of just under 5,000 feet of vertical to the way-beyond-timberline summit at Fall River Pass on America's highest continuous road, whatever that might mean.

We weren't the first to offer a supported bicycle tour. Butterfield & Robinson, Backroads&#151;they were already out there doing their thing. But we were the first to articulate Adventure and to emphasize the extraordinary, or perhaps better stated, the "other-than-ordinary" cutting-edge type of adventure cycling experience.

From that day forward through 18 years of growth, both real and metaphysical, we believe that we have remained focused and committed to a program that is distinguished always by its "other-than-ordinary" composition and content. Illustrations? So many if us do the Canadian Rockies; only Timberline joins the Golden Triangle with the entire length of the Icefields Parkway, and additionally offers an extended 10-day off-the-beaten- path adventure west of the Icefields that you would never find in any other program.

Many of us tour Glacier, but only Timberline offers the extended opportunity to go beyond the parameters of the national park boundaries as we do in our Glacier Park Rambler. In Yellowstone, our Beartooth/Big Horns and Big Sky Classic programs; in Colorado, our Classic Colorado and San Juans Adventure; in Oregon, our Rogue River and Oregon Coast-to-Cascades Ramblers; in the southwest, our Canyon Country Classic, New Mexico Rambler and our Grand Canyon hikes; in California, our High Sierra Adventure&#151;these are a few of the illustrations of our "other-than-ordinary" concept of adventure.

In the season ahead, our course as we position ourselves for a new millennium remains clearly defined. Our new Odyssey Series continues to grow as we'll cycle the Pacific Coast from Seattle to San Francisco and continue to prepare for our St. Louis to Astoria adventure that will commemorate the Lewis & Clark bicentennial in 2004. This series provides what we hope is an eloquent statement of where we are headed as cyclists. New hiking adventures in Big Bend, Sequoia/Kings Canyon and the Canadian Rockies define our direction as hikers.

The content of our programs provides only a portion of our profile as an organization. From day one to the present, we always have been and always will be Carol and Dick, "ma and pa," and at times our kids, both real and presumptive (our family of tour leaders) until they outgrow us. It's us you're talking to on the phone during the off-season; and it's us out there on the road and trail cycling and hiking with you&#151;whining with you in the headwinds, the rain, and, yes, in the snow, and sharing the joy, exhilaration and utter sense of accomplishment that is a part of every aspect of our program. In other words, don't ever look to us to crow about how many computers we have accumulated in our office, or how many reservationists and specialists we have added to our staff&#151;it's just not going to happen here and it never will be the means by which we measure our success. For us, we'll only measure our success by the quality of your experience that you've shared with us.

For better or worse, that's who we are. We're cyclists and hikers to the core. We're also westerners, first and last; the West today, as in the past and as it will be in the future, is our focus&#151;our only focus. And we truly believe that you've never really experienced the West until you've experienced the joy and pride of doing so as the product of your own power and spirit. The cyclist and hiker alike, not only sees the breathtaking beauty of a region; each also feels the land, senses the crispness of the air, the sound of rushing waters, the scent of alpine flora. The West is our home and we feel that this land is special&#151;its undulating terrain, its majestic grandeur, the challenge of its mountains and the incomparable peace and solitude of its isolated valleys. Accept our invitation to share with us the beauty of this land and the incomparable experiences and excitement in the season ahead. 

Carol & Dick Gottsegen

If you're planning your first Timberline cycling adventure, we 

suspect that you may have questions concerning terrain and level of difficulty. Obviously, "Timberline Country" is not flat. We have our share of hills and we promise that you'll have ample opportunity to do some climbing with us regardless of which tour you select. But then why else would you even consider a Western cycletour were it not for our irregular topography!

When you cycle in the Rockies, Sierras or Cascades in particular, you can expect to be involved in climbs that are longer than those that you may have experienced in other parts of the country. But most importantly, the grades that you will encounter in the mountain ranges of the West, though longer, are more gradual than those of the hilly regions of New England and Appalachian areas.

A word about the altitude factor that is a common concern of those considering their first Western cycletour. Acute Mountain Sickness, a significant reaction caused by rapid ascents and prolonged presence above 8,000 feet is not an issue. Many of our tours rarely exceed 5,000 feet in elevation and, even in Colorado where we'll climb to 10,000 feet and beyond, rapid descents soon return us to lower elevations.

At worst, cyclists at the highest altitudes may find themselves huffing and puffing in a climb, more than they would ordinarily anticipate given that level of activity. The almost universal experience during the course of a tour will be a marked and noticeable decline in the effect of altitude upon respiration. In other words, much of the anxiety over altitude is unwarranted. Most importantly however, you are contemplating a tour, not a competitive endurance event.

As you read our various tour descriptions, you'll note the absence 

of any labels indicating level of difficulty. Ratings are omitted by design because we believe that such labels are inherently subjective and misleading. Tour descriptions and total mileages for each tour provide helpful indicators 

as to that tour's level of challenge. But the best insight into a particular tour's content and its suitability for you or your group is best obtained by contacting 

us so that we can discuss your interests and experience personally and directly with you.

Make no mistake, cycling "Timberline Country" certainly is not an effortless activity. But if you are a reasonably active individual, it certainly is "do-able," and by do-able we mean enjoyable within the context of a leisurely vacation experience. In return for that effort, you will share in what well may be the most rewarding and memorable cycling experience that you ever will encounter. 

Hiking Timberline Country

Hiking has been a part of Timberline's program from our earliest beginnings when a day's trek was an eagerly anticipated alternate activity on a layover day in Rocky Mountain National Park. As our program evolved over the years, Biker/Hiker tours were developed in the Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Glacier and elsewhere.

Seven years ago, we introduced our first "pure hiking" program in the Grand Canyon. For the season ahead, we'll offer no less than 25 separate and distinct itineraries as the components of a program that truly defines the concept of Adventure Hiking.

A few words about the nature of our programs may be helpful. Each of the hiking tours is an inn-to-inn program&#151;in other words, all overnights 

will be in the magnificent lodges that are so distinct to the areas that we have selected for these programs. To the extent that overnights have been planned for certain backcountry lodges, such as the Shadow Lake Lodge in Canada and the Phantom Ranch in the Grand Canyon that are accessible only by foot, hikers will need to carry a light daypack for personal articles and clothing necessary for that one night's stay.

All hiking programs will be supported by a van for shuttles to and from trailheads. Groups will be limited to a maximum of 12 participants, accompanied by two Timberline leaders.

If a "hike" is distinguished from a "walk" by its degree of difficulty as to 

distance and terrain, our programs for the coming season conservatively should be considered "hikes." Our daily distances will range between 6 and 15 miles, though generally averaging 8-10 miles per day. Nor will we shy away from hills&#151;our tradition at Timberline is the spectacular alpine experiences that have distinguished our cycling programs over the years and that have become the hallmark of our hiking adventures.

Most importantly, though, the same philosophy that has governed our cycling program also applies to our hikes. The emphasis will be upon hiking at one's own pace&#151;no time schedules, no concern about keeping up with anyone. The mood and tone of the entire experience is leisurely and as low-key and laid back as possible&#151;sort of like a vacation.

Each of our hikes has been chosen with a single objective in mind: to provide a never-to-be-forgotten experience in an area of extraordinary natural beauty. Our hikes planned for the coming season are those types of adventures. 

Accommodations

Our cycling and hiking days are exciting and exhilarating, but we believe that your evenings on tour will be equally memorable. We have arranged lodging along the way that will enhance your appreciation and enjoyment of the region through which we tour.

We'll overnight in several of the historic inns that we encounter along our many routes and spend other evenings in the excellent accommodations offered by a variety of inns and mountain lodges that are marked by the characteristic warmth and hospitality of the West. Many of these lodges offer swimming pools, hot tubs, saunas and other amenities necessary to soothe any lingering memories of that day's mountain ascent.

A special word is in order concerning the lodging that has come to characterize a Timberline tour through our national parks. We believe that an essential 

feature of a visit to a national park is the experience of spending overnights in the magnificent hotels and lodges that constitute an integral element in the lore and fascination of these regions. For example, in Yellowstone and Grand Teton, we'll overnight in the Old Faithful Inn and the Jackson Lake Lodge. In Glacier, our overnights include the Lake McDonald and Glacier Park Lodges and Many Glacier and Prince of Wales Hotels. In Mesa Verde, it's the beautiful Far View Lodge and in Rainier, the Paradise Lodge.

Standard lodging accommodations are included in the cost of all tours for every night on tour. Not included in the cost of the tour package is lodging for the nights prior to, and following the conclusion of the tour. We can arrange lodging for you for those evenings upon request. Standard accommodations consist of two persons per room with your choice of one double bed (generally queen or king-sized), or two single beds. For participants traveling solo, we'll pair singles of the same sex as roommates. If we are unable to do so, there is no single surcharge. Single occupancy rooms, though, are available at an additional cost. 

Meals

In our many years of cycling and hiking throughout the West, we've discovered the secret that motivates our guests to commit their vacations to the wonders of human-powered travel. Few pursuits in life offer the opportunity, and the need 

to consume enormous quantities of food with impunity as do cycling and hiking. We at Timberline are not about to squander such an extraordinary opportunity.

We consider our meals on tour to be an integral and essential aspect of our overall touring experience. We may joke about quantity&#151;we're often thankful for the next day's climb to burn away some of the previous evening's calories. But we never joke about quality and our meals will always rank highly among your fondest recollections of a Timberline tour.

The tour package cost includes all breakfasts and dinners for cycling programs, and all meals including lunches for Hiking Adventures. A varied menu is available at all meals to accommodate virtually every dietary preference and need.

Although we provide lunches on Hikes, (cafes and groceries are few and far between in the backcountry), we do not do so for cycling tours. Our touring philosophy encourages cyclists to ride at their own pace, without the need to be at a certain place at a certain time for lunch. Instead, at our morning meetings, we'll point out the various lunch alternatives, which may include restaurants, groceries and some thoughts on special sites for a secluded picnic along that particular day's route. 

Support Van/Support on Tour

All cycle tours will be supported by a motor vehicle (sagwagon), specially equipped to carry as many as 16 bicycles, 15 passengers and a trailer for 

luggage. The vehicle will transport cyclists' luggage to each overnight destination and will accompany the group on the road each day to provide assistance and support, including a ride for any weary traveller.

We encourage everyone to cycle at his or her own pace and we anticipate 

that our groups will spread out along the route during the course of the day. Each cyclist can rely upon contact by our van at approximate 11/2-hour intervals. Another leader is on the road near the rear of the group. Both road and van leaders are equipped with tools and first aid equipment to deal with most situations that potentially may arise in the course of a day's ride. The van, particularly, is equipped with a wide range of tools and spare parts, sufficient to ensure that most mechanical problems are nothing more than a minor annoyance and not 

a traumatic catastrophe.

The van will be utilized for trailhead shuttles and transport of luggage for 

hiking programs, but obviously will not accompany the group on the trail during each day's hike. Two Timberline leaders will hike with the group not only to 

provide any assistance that may be needed along the way, but also to offer 

interpretive substance that hopefully will enhance each hiker's enjoyment and appreciation of the experience. 

Tour Assembly/ Van Shuttles

All tour assembly locations are clearly indicated in each tour description and all are served by commercial airlines and other forms of public transportation. 

Timberline can provide transfers to and from airports at all tour assembly locations. Pick-up times and logistics vary for each tour; details relating to transfer procedures will be included in post-registration information packets.

Certain locations may not be as economically attractive as other nearby locations. For example, airfares to Calgary, Las Vegas and Boise are far more attractive without additional connections beyond those points to Banff, St. George and Sun Valley. In these instances, shuttle service will be available between those major terminals and tour assembly sites. Any cost increment for this service is noted in tour descriptions.

All cycling tours will depart early-morning on the day of departure and return by late-afternoon of the tour's final day. Participants are urged to plan their arrival at tour assembly locations for cycling tours not later than the day prior to tour departure. All tours will be preceded by an orientation dinner that evening. Although lodging that night is not included in the tour package cost, 

we can arrange accommodations upon request.

Hiking programs assemble early-afternoon of the departure date and 

conclude by late-afternoon of the tour's final day. Participants can schedule arrival at assembly locations for hikes by noon of the departure date, or, of 

course, anytime during the day prior to departure. 

We suggest contact with our office prior to finalizing travel plans, particularly 

if a van shuttle will be needed between a transportation terminal and tour 

assembly location. 

Group Size and Composition

Tour groups will range in size between 8 and 18 participants, although Mountain Bikers and Hikes will be limited to a maximum of 12. Participants should be 15 years of age or older, unless traveling with a parent or other responsible adult.

The majority of tour participants fall within the 25-70 age range, clearly reflecting the wonderful reality of cycling and hiking as lifelong recreational activities. We also have always believed that the diversity of a group is an important ingredient that enriches each individual's enjoyment of an adventure experience, and our groups typically are comprised of a reasonably even mix of singles and couples, males and females. Information about composition of a specific group can be obtained by contacting our office. 

Orientation Dinner

Our departure dates are as listed for each tour. The Timberline cycling 

experience, however, actually begins the evening prior to departure with a pre-tour orientation dinner. In addition to energizing you with ample calories for the trip ahead, we'll use this time to check out equipment, fill you in on what's planned, answer any questions and just have a good time. These orientation gatherings will precede all tours in the location in which that tour assembles. Complete details will be included among the packet of materials sent to participants following registration.

Our initial dinner on the departure date for all hiking programs will include an orientation session for these groups. 

Leadership

Simply stated, we believe our tour leaders are the heart and soul of Timberline. These very special men and women are chosen by Timberline, not only for their obvious love of cycling and hiking and the outdoors, but also because of their 

caring manner, competence and enthusiasm, and their desire to share some extraordinary experiences with a wide variety of people and personalities over the course of a season. Approximately 60 percent of our staff are returnees from prior seasons, and several have been a part of the Timberline family since our earliest days.

Two leaders will be assigned to each group. In addition to extensive cyclotouring and hiking experience, each leader will have completed a leadership training course and will have received certification in first aid and CPR. Our bicycle tour leaders are competent bicycle mechanics and will be equipped to assist with repairs and maintenance. 

Cycling Adventures

Almost 18 years have passed since we planned and staged our first bicycle tour through Colorado's Rocky Mountain National Park. At the heart of that initial program was Trail Ridge Road, rising well beyond timberline to 12,183' at Fall River Pass. For us, there was no greater thrill in cycling than that moment when we crested the summit of that awesome mountain. That Rocky Mountain ride was an adventure to its core. 


Many years have passed since that first climb, but we've never forgotten the euphoria that was a part of that experience. That one tour has multiplied into a collection of 30 separate and distinct on-road tours and many additional off-road and hiking programs. The cornerstone around which all of these programs have been structured is that same incomparable sense of adventure that has been there since our very beginning.


The progeny of this commitment to adventure is our Rambler program &#151; Glacier, Beartooth, Rogue River, Bitterroot/Sawtooth, Great Canyons, 

San Juans of Colorado, Oregon Coast-

to-Cascades, Rainier, Icefields &#151; the series of extraordinary 9-day adventures, along with the High Sierra and 10-day Classic series: Canada, Colorado and Canyon Country, that have become our "signature" experiences. These are the cycling opportunities that have set the standards against which every tour in our program is measured.


Last season, we pushed the parameters of adventure a bit further with the introduction of our Odyssey Series. Our inaugural program in Ô99 was Rocky Mountain Magic: Missoula-to-Jasper. For 2000, Palisades of the Pacific: Seattle-to-San Francisco joins our Odyssey Series.


In the pages that follow, both on-road and off-road cycling programs are described. They vary in content and level of difficulty from the very 

mellow San Juan Islands to the ultimate Rocky Mountain Magic Odyssey. Classic California, by way of example, offers the relaxation of gently rolling terrain, while the San Juans Adventure promises not less than eight encounters with summits above 10,000' in the heart of Colorado's Rockies.


But, most importantly, all programs share a common feature&#151;each has been designed as a cycling vacation for those who love to cycle, enjoy the outdoors, and are open and eager for adventure. 

Montana Magic/Glacier Park

Wild rivers; cascading waterfalls; crystalline glacial lakes; lush forests sheltering abundant wildlife; and rugged, magnificent mountains in every direction&#151;this is the magic of the Big Sky Country of Montana and Glacier Park that provides the majestic setting for an exciting and diverse selection of Timberline adventures for the 2000 season.

Timberline's plans for the coming year reflect our passion for the magic of Montana. Our 7-day Glacier Alpiner and 9-day Glacier Park Rambler return for a 14th season. Another component of our Montana Magic program, the Big Sky classic, is a western adventure to its core and in so many ways symbolizes the excitement of bicycle touring in the Rockies. 

Glacier Park Alpiner

Dates: (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat)

July 2-8; Aug. 6-12; Aug. 27-Sept. 2

Assembly Point: Kalispell (airline, rail and bus 

service to Kalispell; Timberline van transfers to and from transportation terminals)

Tour Cost: $1,595 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, park entrance fees, support van, 

transfers, leaders, tour maps and narratives)

The Glacier Park Alpiner assembles in Kalispell and we'll head for Glacier early-morning of Day 1. Before long, Glacier's snowclad peaks are visible as we enter the park at West Glacier and ultimately ride along the shores of Lake McDonald to our overnight at the Lake McDonald Lodge.


The logistics of this first day present the optional opportunity to enjoy a half-day of whitewater rafting on the Flathead River just prior to entering Glacier.


With that relatively gentle first day behind us, it's on to one of the most exciting cyclotouring experiences to be found in North America&#151;the challenge of spectacular Going-to-the-Sun Highway and its summit at Logan Pass (6046'). How can we describe the experience of Going-to-the-Sun? The awesome glacial snowfields, tumbling waterfalls, the Hanging Gardens, the spectacular vistas that unfold at every switchback as we climb higher and higher. We promise some sweat, but the beauty is well worth it. As a reward for that effort, we can look forward to a long downhill to St. Mary and then on to Many Glacier on the Park's wild Eastern Slope. We'll spend the evening in the historic Many Glacier Hotel, set magnificently on the shores of Swiftcurrent Lake in the shadow of Grinnell Glacier.


On Day 3, we'll cross the border into Canada for a visit to Waterton Park. We'll spend the evening at the Prince of Wales Hotel, standing regally at the north end of Waterton Lake above the Waterton Townsite and overlooking the world's longest unguarded frontier.


We'll return to Montana on Day 4&#151;one of the most intriguing days that we offer on any tour. We'll climb from the Waterton Valley, trace the course of the Belly River and ride in the shadow of mystical Chief Mountain. We'll continue along the sparsely travelled eastern perimeter of Glacier beyond St. Mary Lake to the Triple Divide separating waters that flow to the Atlantic, Pacific and Hudson Bay. Our last climb on this very special day crests atop Looking Glass Hill with its breathtaking vista of Two Medicine Lake. And what a way to end this day&#151;an exhilarating 8-mile descent into East Glacier where we'll spend the next two evenings at the grand Glacier Park Lodge.


We'll remain in the East Glacier area on Day 5 with a wide array of activities  available on this layover day. Among those choices are some 

excellent hiking opportunities in the Two Medicine region, ranging from the ambitious challenges of Dawson Pass and Scenic Point to the relaxing boat ride across the lake and leisurely return hike along the shoreline. And for those who prefer a more literal interpretation of this "rest" day, the pool at the Glacier Lodge is an inviting alternative.


It's back on the road early-morning of Day 6 for a relatively gentle return to the Continental Divide atop Marias Pass. We'll  ride to the southern tip of Lake McDonald and a final evening on its shores at the Apgar Village Inn, and then return to Kalispell by mid-afternoon of the final day.

Total Mileage Ð 335

Glacier Park Rambler

Date: (9 days, 8 nights; Sat-Sun)  July 22-30

Assembly Point: Missoula/Polson (airline and bus service to Missoula; Timberline van shuttle between transportation terminals and Polson prior to tour. Note that this tour assembles in Polson and concludes in Missoula)

Tour Cost: $1,995 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, park entrance fees, support van, shuttle between Missoula and Polson prior to tour, leaders, tour maps and narratives)


Simply stated, the Glacier Park Rambler is Montana Magic at it's best. The majestic snowcapped peaks of Glacier and Waterton Parks, the spectacular climb to Logan Pass on Going-to-the-Sun Highway, the pristine, glacier-fed lakes, the expanse of beautiful Flathead Lake, the magnificent alpine settings and Old World charm of the Many Glacier and Prince of Wales hotels, the memorable farewell evening in the Swan Valley, and on and on. The Glacier Park Rambler is a continuum of experiences and impressions that captures the special essence that is cycling in the Rocky Mountain West.

Assembly for the Glacier Park Rambler has been moved to Polson and Timberline will provide the 1-hour van shuttle between the Missoula airport and Polson during the assembly day (July 21). This itinerary modification creates a layover day in the Two Medicine region of Glacier within our traditional 9-day format.

We'll ride the wooded eastern shore of Flathead Lake early-morning of Day 1 through the interesting village of Big Fork to Whitefish. It's on to Glacier on Day 2 as we ride the beautiful shoreline of Lake McDonald to the Lake McDonald Lodge. The logistics of this day present the optional opportunity to enjoy a half-day of whitewater rafting on the Flathead River just prior to entering the park.


We'll "go to the sun" the following morning, crest at Logan Pass and then descend to St. Mary on the way to Many Glacier and an overnight at the base of Grinnell Glacier on Swiftcurrent Lake at the Many Glacier Hotel. It's then on to Canada along the Chief Mountain Highway to Waterton Park and an evening in the elegant Prince of Wales Hotel, overlooking Waterton Lake.


Day 5 is adventure cycling at its best. We'll climb from the Waterton Valley, trace the course of the Belly River and ride in the shadow of magnificent Chief Mountain as we return to Montana. From St. Mary, we'll ride the sparsely-travelled eastern perimeter of Glacier toward Two Medicine. A final 4-mile climb up spectacular Looking Glass Hill, with its awesome panoramic view of Two Medicine Lake, precedes a thrilling 8-mile descent into East Glacier that concludes this extraordinary day.


We'll spend the next two nights at the grand Glacier Park Lodge and a layover day that offers 

several great hiking options at Two Medicine. We'll leave East Glacier early-morning of Day 7 with a gentle climb to the Continental Divide atop Marias Pass (5,280') as we ride to Apgar and another evening on the shores of Lake McDonald at the Village Inn.


Our eighth day, and final evening on tour will be one to remember. We'll ride the wooded, winding Swan Valley, tucked between the Mission and Swan Mountains in the heart of the Lolo National Forest. We'll spend the evening at the historic Holland Lake Lodge, on the lake for which it is named.


The adventure continues on our final day as we ride along Seeley Lake, and then trace the meandering downstream course of the Blackfoot and Clark Fork Rivers to Missoula where our tour concludes.

Total Mileage Ð 558 

Big Sky Classic

Date: (10 days, 9 nights; Fri-Sun)  Aug. 11-20

Assembly Point: Jackson, WY (airline service to Jackson prior to tour and from Missoula following tour; Timberline van transfers to and from airports)

Tour Cost: $2,195 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, park entrance fees, support van, leaders, transfers, tour maps & narratives)


If your image of the West is one of majestic, snow-capped mountains; crystalline glacial lakes, broad secluded valleys, and a vastness that will expand the spirit and soul of all who behold it, the Big Sky Country of Montana, then, is the embodiment of the West.


In our Big Sky Classic, we believe that we have captured the magic of Montana, and we've blended this magic with the fascination and excitement of Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks to create an extraordinary western adventure experience.


In the course of this newest of our Classic adventures, we'll explore Grand Teton and Yellowstone and then leave the parks for the solitude of the Big Sky Country of Montana. The Montana that we'll visit 

during the final seven days of Big Sky is a land that is extraordinarily rich, not only in its unparalleled natural beauty, but also in its history and culture. In many ways, the story of settlement of Montana is the story 

of settlement of the entire Rocky Mountain West. The hunger for precious metals and the booms and busts that attended their discovery; the inevitable conflicts triggered by the incursions of settlers onto sacred Indian lands; the emergence of the cattle industry and the cattle barons and cowboys who were the players in that saga&#151;this legacy of Montana is ours to experience.


Our program assembles in Jackson Hole and we'll cycle in the shadow of the Tetons on Day 1 into Grand Teton Park and on to Jackson Lake and an overnight at the grand Jackson Lake Lodge. Day 2, a layover day, is anything but a rest day because we're hiking to Lake Solitude, the quintessential day hike in all of the Tetons (14 miles).


On Day 3, we'll cycle north through Grand 

Teton along Jackson Lake to the South Entrance of Yellowstone. National Park Service prohibitions against cycling through Lewis Canyon require a short van shuttle to Grant Village, but we're back on our bikes for an encounter with Craig Pass. From the Craig summit (8262') at the Continental Divide, it's downhill to Old Faithful and a night at the Old Faithful Inn.


Early morning of Day 4, we'll cycle along the Firehole River to Madison, shuttle the short distance to the Norris Geyser Basin, and then ride across the park to Canyon Village. Following an overnight at Canyon, we'll spend much of the next morning exploring the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone as we cycle along both the north and south rims. Late in the day, we'll ride along the Madison River through the park's west gate for an evening in West Yellowstone.


The massive Madison Canyon earthquake of 1959 profoundly altered the appearance of portions of the Yellowstone Country. On our way to Ennis on Day 6, we'll visit the Earthquake Interpretive Center and ride the shores of Quake Lake, a creation of that cataclysmic event. We'll climb from Ennis the following morning and then descend into the historic mining town of Virginia City. The downhill continues as we approach the Beaverhead River enroute to our overnight in Dillon.


A "hole" was the term used by early settlers to designate a valley, and much of our next two days belong to the magnificence of Montana's Big Hole. The Big Hole, ringed by the Pioneer Mountains to the east and the Bitterroots to the west, is the heart of Montana's cattle country. Two moderate passes, Badger (6760') and Big Hole (7360'), mark our journey to Jackson and an overnight at the Jackson Hot Springs Lodge with the promise of a long, leisurely soak in the natural hot springs at the lodge. 

A side trip to Bannack State Park, site of Montana's first territorial capital, is an option on this day.


Day 9 is one of the most extraordinary days in our total program. Following a short ride to Wisdom, we'll turn west toward the towering Bitterroots. Shortly before entering the Beaverhead Forest, we'll visit the Big Hole Battlefield National Monument, site in 1877 of one of the major conflicts between the government and Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce. From the battlefield, we'll begin a long gradual climb to the Continental Divide atop Chief Joseph Pass (7264'), followed by a rapid descent to Lost Trail Pass astride the Montana/Idaho border. The downhill continues into the Bitterroot Valley to Hamilton, where we'll spend our final night, and then it's on to Missoula where our program concludes.

Total Mileage Ð 485

Oh! Idaho

Idaho, one of the last of the "lower 48" to be settled and granted statehood, today remains one of the last true reminders of the utter, pristine beauty of the West as it must have appeared to those early settlers many years ago.

The crystal clear lakes and heavily timbered hills of the Panhandle; the majestic, rugged, snowclad peaks of the Bitterroots and Sawtooths; the thundering, unspoiled rivers that tumble from those towering peaks through sheer canyons to the lowlands of the West&#151;this is the Idaho that we will visit in the year ahead.

Our Idaho programs planned for the coming season emphatically reflect our concept of Adventure Cycling. Once again, we'll journey through the Sawtooth National Recreation Area in the context of the Bitterroot/Sawtooth Rambler. For those seeking a truly unique wilderness experience, the River-of-No-Return Bike/Raft Adventure will again be part of our program. 

River-of-No-Return 

Bike/Raft Adventure

Date: (9 days, 8 nights; Sat-Sun)  July 22-30

Assembly Point: Missoula (airline and bus service 

to Missoula; Timberline van transfers to and from transportation terminals)

Tour Cost: $2,095 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, [includes lunches on rafting segment] 4-day raft trip, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps and narratives)


The Salmon River, often romantically referred to as the "River-of-No-Return," remains one of the few undammed waterways in America and roars through the heart of the River-of-No-Return Wilderness, the largest single wilderness area in the lower 48 states. The rugged mountains through which this mighty river winds are home to thriving herds of deer and elk, black bear, mountain goats and many other species of wildlife. The awesome Salmon River Gorge carved by this river ranks second in depth behind Hell's canyon in the contiguous 48 states.


As a designated wilderness area, the Frank Church/River-of-No-Return Wilderness Area has no roads and, of course, mountain bikes are prohibited. So we've chosen a "highway" of a different sort to explore this region of incomparable natural beauty. We've joined with Idaho Afloat, to create a 9-day combined cycling and rafting program through the heart of central Idaho that promises to be an adventure you'll not soon forget.


We'll assemble in Missoula, MT, and cycle the quiet backroads of the beautiful Bitterroot Valley. We'll overnight in Darby on the northern edge of the Bitterroots, climb Lost Trail Pass early the following morning before descending into Idaho's Salmon River Valley.


Our destination on Day 2 is North Fork, where we'll spend the evening. We'll join with Idaho Afloat early-morning of Day 3, leave our bicycles behind, and we're off on a 4-day journey through the spectacular Salmon River Canyon. You'll need a sleeping bag for this segment&#151;there are no lodges in the wilderness.


We'll float through the wilderness with the Main Fork of the Salmon to Riggins where the Timberline van will be waiting with all of those abandoned bicycles.


Following an extraordinary overnight at the magnificent Riggins Hot Springs Lodge, it's back on bicycles and the adventure continues. We'll follow the Salmon north of Riggins on Day 7 and climb awesome White Bird Mountain, with it's impressive elevation gain of 3,000 feet and 15 switchbacks. We'll overnight in Lowell on the banks of the Clearwater River and then trace the course of another of Idaho's wild rivers&#151;the Lochsa&#151;to its source among the high peaks of the Bitterroots. Our final evening at the historic Lochsa Lodge at Powell Station is special. We'll climb Lolo Pass early the next morning and descend to Missoula where our tour concludes.

Total Cycling Mileage Ð 333

Bitterroot/Sawtooth

Rambler

Date: (9 days, 8 nights; Sat-Sun)  Aug. 12-20

Assembly Point: Missoula (airline and bus service to Missoula; Timberline van transfers to and from transportation terminals)(Note that tour originates in Missoula and terminates in Boise. Van shuttle return to Missoula will be available on Aug. 21 for those who need to depart from Missoula)

Tour Cost: $1,995 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps & narratives)


The rugged alpine summits of the Bitterroots and Sawtooths, the gentle beauty of the Bitterroot and Salmon River Valleys, the surreal setting of Redfish Lake, the excitement of Sun Valley and the challenge of Lost Trail and Galena Summit&#151;the Bitterroot/

Sawtooth is western bicycle touring at its best.


We'll gather in Missoula and ride in the shadow of the Bitterroots to Darby, where we'll spend our first evening. We'll climb Lost Trail Pass (6995') in the heart of the Bitterroots and then descend into Idaho's Salmon River Valley and an overnight in Salmon.


On Day 3, we'll begin to trace the magnificent Salmon to its source near the Galena Summit. We'll ride the Salmon River Scenic Route to Challis and then enter the Sawtooth National Recreation Area the following day. We'll spend our first of two evenings in the tiny village of Stanley on the banks of the Salmon. A spectacular climb to the Galena Summit (8701') and the headwaters of the magnificent Salmon River highlights Day 5. A long descent follows along the Wood River to the exciting resort village of Sun Valley where two nights and a layover day are planned. A number 

of non-cycling activities are available on the layover day, including hiking in the Sawtooths or a day of whitewater rafting on the Salmon.


We'll retrace our route through the Sawtooths for our second evening at Stanley and then ride into the wilderness setting of Grandjean and our final night at the Sawtooth Lodge. Our adventure concludes in Boise the following afternoon.

Total Mileage Ð 520

The Yellowstone Country

In many ways, Yellowstone has always been regarded as the crown jewel of this country's incomparable national parks. The utter beauty of the area with its pristine lakes and rugged alpine setting, the abundance and visual presence of so many species of wildlife, and the drama of its thermal features have long contributed to the 

magical aura of Yellowstone. Without question, Yellowstone is 

a cherished treasure.

Timberline continues its strong commitment to the Yellowstone Country as an exciting cyclotouring experience as we have for the past 15 

seasons. Unfortunately, however, the National Park Service in Yellowstone does not share a similar commitment toward the cycling community. The Park Service last season implemented restrictions prohibiting cycling for all groups on substantial sections of the roads within Yellowstone's boundaries. As a result, much of our Yellowstone program was restructured prior to last season. Significant hiking segments were integrated into both our Grand Loop and Beartooth programs and the results were exciting. All of our pre-season whining not withstanding, we truly believe that our adventure tradition in the Yellowstone Country remains intact. 

Yellowstone/Tetons Biker/Hiker

Dates: (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat) 

June 25-July 1; July 23-29; Aug. 20-26

Assembly Point: Jackson (airline service to Jackson; Timberline van transfers prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,595 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, park entrance fees, support van, leaders, tour maps & narratives)


The setting for this tour is the beautiful Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks in northwestern Wyoming&#151;the jewels of our national parks system. The rugged Tetons, Jackson and Jenny Lakes, magnificent Lake Solitude in Grand Teton, Old Faithful and a multitude of other thermal features, the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone&#151;these are just some of the highlights of a fascinating adventure program.


We'll assemble in Jackson and ride beneath the spires of the Tetons to Grand Teton on Day 1. We'll spend our first evening in Colter Bay and then it's 

on to Yellowstone in the morning. We'll ride along Jackson Lake and then climb from its shores north 

of Grand Teton to the Snake River. At Yellowstone's South Entrance, we'll van shuttle over a restricted section of road through Lewis Canyon and then we're back on the road at Grant Village in time for the challenge of Craig Pass and its twin contacts with the Continental Divide. From the Craig summit (8262'), we're into a thrilling 7-mile descent into the Old Faithful area and we'll spend our next two nights at the grand Old Faithful Inn.


Day 3 may be a layover day at Old Faithful but 

it is anything but a rest day. One of our options on this day is a fascinating 13-mile hike deep into the Yellowstone backcountry along a trail that takes us 

to both Mystic and Fairy Falls as well as to Imperial Geyser, one of the most active thermal features in the Yellowstone backcountry. Another remarkable aspect of this hike is the insight that it offers into the process of regeneration of the Yellowstone forests that were devastated by the fires of l988.


It's back on our bikes on Day 4 as we ride to Madison along the Firehole River and, after another brief shuttle and visit to the Norris Geyser Basin, across the park to Canyon Village. We'll spend the evening at Canyon and devote the morning of Day 5 exploring the magnificent Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. We'll cycle the rims, both north and south, and hike to the viewpoints along the rims. Early-afternoon, we'll van shuttle back to the South Entrance and ride through Grand Teton to Jackson Lake, where we'll spend our final two overnights at the Jackson Lake Lodge.


Our layover day at Jackson Lake offers the irresistible opportunity to hike to Lake Solitude deep in the heart of the magnificent Tetons (14 miles). For what it's worth, we at Timberline happen to believe that the Lake Solitude hike is the absolute best day hike in our entire hiking program. Following a final evening at the Jackson Lake Lodge, we'll ride from Grand Teton along the Moose-Wilson Road with a visit to Teton Village prior to our return to Jackson.

Total cycling mileage&#151;175

Total hiking mileage&#151;27

Beartooth/Big Horns 

Biker/Hiker

Date: (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat)  July 30-Aug. 5

Assembly Point: Billings (Laurel) (airline service to Billings; Timberline van transfers to Laurel prior to tour and from Ranchester to Billings following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, breakfasts 

and dinners, support van, leaders, transfers, tour maps & narratives)


The sign is somewhat weathered, the words slightly faded and difficult to read, but the message is such that the excitement builds. Out there on the fringe of the Big Horn Basin, under the biggest, bluest sky that the Big Sky Country of Montana can offer, we're about to enter Beartooth Country. That sign confirms that we're headed for Beartooth Highway&#151;"the most beautiful highway in America." Hyperbole? Chamber of Commerce 

rubbish? If anything, when we're climbing Beartooth the next day, you'll believe that the late Charles Kuralt's words were grossly understated.


Timberline's legacy since its inception has always included spectacular alpine ascents among the highlights of its tours. Trail Ridge, Loveland, Slumgullion, Independence, Red Mountain, Wolf Creek&#151;the mighty Colorado passes that carry us to timberline and beyond&#151;they pale in comparison to the absolute challenge and awesome beauty of Beartooth.


As we've worked toward the recrafting of our Yellowstone Country programs in light of National Park Service cycling restrictions in Yellowstone, the concept to which we remained committed is that Beartooth would survive as a viable component of our program. With the creation of Beartooth/Big Horns Biker/Hiker, we've achieved a cherished goal.


In reality, our new program resembles our prior Beartooth/Big Horns Alpiner that has been a part 

of Yellowstone Country for several years. We've replaced cycling days in the park with hiking opportunities in the magnificent Absaroka/Beartooth Wilderness&#151;an area with which we are intimately familiar in the context of our Beartooth Hike.


Our tour assembles in Laurel, MT, just west of Billings and we'll ride toward the mighty Beartooths on Day 1. Our destination this day is Red Lodge and the magical Rock Creek Resort at the gateway to Custer National Forest and the Beartooth road. We'll pause at Red Lodge on Day 2 and hike to beautiful Timberline Lake, nestled in a glacial cirque at timberline with phenomenal views of the towering snowclad Beartooth peaks (9 miles). 


This day's adventure doesn't end with our 

return to the trailhead. We're headed for dinner at 

the incomparable Grizzly Bar in Roscoe, but be forewarned, some of last year's guests have threatened to return this season if only to be part of another Grizzly Bar experience. We'll spend a second evening at Rock Creek, awaiting our engagement the following morning with Beartooth.


We could go on and on about the Beartooth 

experience. Simply stated, it is the absolute best! No matter what and where you've cycled in the past, and notwithstanding what lies ahead, Beartooth is without equal. The climb begins as soon as you leave the breakfast table. Twenty-five miles later as you crest the 10,947' summit, with a sense that you are the highest point on Earth, you'll agree that the thrill of alpine cycling is the climb, and not the descent.


The Soda Butte Lodge in Cooke City is our home for the next two nights, and we'll devote Day 4 to the Beartooth High Lakes, a 9-mile trek to timberline that we consider our favorite Beartooths hike.


In so many ways, Day 5 eloquently illustrates all that is so extraordinary about cycling in the Rocky Mountain West. Chief Joseph Highway provides the link between Cooke City and Cody&#151;in other words this is the sole choice for those traveling between these two towns. The good news for us is that not many folks have much need to make this trek on any given day and that translates into one of the greatest cycling days you will ever experience. We'll begin with a plunge to the brink of the Clark Fork Gorge, ascend the switchbacks above the gorge to awesome Dead Indian Summit, and then it's downhill into the Big Horn Basin and on into Cody. We'll arrive in Cody early enough for a visit to the renowned Buffalo Bill Western Museum and perhaps even experience a western rodeo that evening.


As we ride the Big Horn Basin on Day 6, the mighty Big Horns, at first barely visible on the 

eastern horizon, are an ever-present reminder that 

the final day of this adventure will be anything but anticlimactic. We'll spend a final evening at the Shell Creek Guest Ranch and head into Shell Canyon the following morning. Shortly into the climb, we'll visit Shell Falls and our climb continues to the summit of Granite Pass (9033'). And then, what better way to conclude this week-long adventure than with a great 18-mile downhill to Ranchester, and a final van shuttle return to Billings.

Total cycling mileage&#151;320

Total hiking mileage&#151;18

Canadian Rockies

Over the course of our 17-plus years of cycling throughout western North America, we believe that we've developed more than a superficial familiarity with most of the grand alpine regions throughout the U.S. and southern Canada. The Cascades and Sierras are magnificent, but the Rockies&#151;well, the Rockies are without equal. We would be hard-pressed, however, to settle upon a single range within the Rockies that ranks as our absolute favorite. We will concede, though, that at least as to sheer dramatic, breathtaking grandeur, the Canadian Rockies are tops.

Canada's Rockies are recognized as one of the world's premier cycling destinations. Surrounded by lush forests and towering, massive snowclad peaks, the cyclist, for the most part, rides the surprisingly gentle Icefields Parkway through the chain of valleys between the parallel ranges of the Rockies.

The Icefields Parkway is an integral component of both our Icefields Alpiner and Rambler tours. Unique to our program, 

however, is the marriage of the Parkway with the exciting Golden Triangle that embraces the extension of the Rockies into British Columbia and the adjacent Columbia River Valley. It is this combination of the Parkway and Golden Triangle&#151;the best of road cycling in the Canadian Rockies&#151;that has created the extraordinary aura that Timberline's 

program in Canada has enjoyed over the years.

In addition to the Alpiner and Rambler programs, we'll again offer Classic Canada, the exciting 10-day odyssey that unites the Rockies with the majestic Purcells and Selkirks, and magnificent lake country of British Columbia to the west. 

Icefields Alpiner

Dates: (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat) 

July 9-15; Aug. 6-12; Aug. 20-26

Assembly Point: Banff (airline, rail and bus service to Calgary; bus and rail service between Calgary and Banff; or optional Timberline van shuttle from Calgary to Banff prior to tour, and from Jasper to Banff and Calgary following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,595 (includes all lodging, breakfasts 

and dinners, support van, leaders, tour maps and 

narratives) (Optional Timberline van shuttle between Calgary and Banff prior to tour and from Jasper to Banff and Calgary following tour&#151;$50)


The Icefields Parkway and Golden Triangle&#151;the marriage of these two regions translates into the most comprehensive and exciting bicycle tour in the Canadian Rockies. Banff, Radium Hot Springs, the Columbia River Valley, Kicking Horse Pass, Lake Louise, the Columbia Icefields, Athabasca Falls, Jasper&#151;this is the heart of the Canadian Rockies that constitutes our Icefields Alpiner.


Our tour assembles in Banff and we'll ride the quiet, gentle Bow Parkway as it follows the Bow River to Johnston Canyon. A leisurely first day affords ample opportunity for the short hikes back to the falls in both Johnston and Marble Canyons. We'll ride on beyond the Continental Divide into Kootenay Park and British Columbia and spend our first overnight at the historic Kootenay Park Lodge.


Day 2 is a scenic delight as we continue through Kootenay Park, tracing the course of the Vermillion and Kootenay Rivers as they carve their course through the rugged Rockies. A final climb to the crest of Sinclair Pass precedes a thrilling 7-mile descent into Radium Hot Springs, whose name suggests the treat that awaits us at the end of this special day.


From Radium, it's on to Golden on Day 3. We'll trace the course of the Columbia River with the towering Rockies to our east and the beautiful Purcells and Selkirks to the west. On Day 4 it's back over the Divide by way of Kicking Horse Pass (5338') as we return to Banff National Park. We'll overnight at Lake Louise in the charming Deer Lodge and visit not only the lake for which the village is named, but also incomparable Moraine Lake.

 
Our tour continues northward along the Icefields Parkway. On Day 5, as we climb gently to the Bow Summit, we'll view Hector Lake and Crowfoot Glacier, ride the shoreline of Bow Lake, and visit beautiful Peyto Lake perched atop the Bow Summit. It's then downhill to Saskatchewan River Crossing and an overnight at The Crossing Resort 


We're headed for the Icefields early-morning of Day 6. We'll climb imposing Sunwapta Pass, hike beyond treeline along magnificent Parker Ridge at Sunwapta's summit before continuing to the Icefields Center at the foot of Athabasca Glacier. From the Icefields, we'll descend along the course of the Sunwapta River to Sunwapta Falls for an overnight in the warm, gracious setting of the Sunwapta Falls Resort. A short, leisurely ride to Jasper, including a visit to Athabasca Falls, is planned for Day 7, providing an opportunity to explore Jasper prior to our return to Banff and Calgary.

Total Mileage Ð 345 

Icefields Rambler

Date: (9 days, 8 nights; Sat-Sun)  July 22-30

Assembly Point: Banff (airline, rail and bus service to Calgary; bus and rail service between Calgary and Banff; or optional Timberline van shuttle from Calgary to Banff prior to tour, and from Jasper to Banff and Calgary following tour)

Tour Cost: $2,095 (includes all lodging, breakfasts 

and dinners, support van, leaders, tour maps and 

narratives) (Optional Timberline van shuttle from Calgary to Banff prior to tour and from Jasper to Banff and Calgary following tour&#151;$50)


The Icefields Rambler incorporates all of the excitement of our 7-day Icefields Alpiner and adds the leisure of a free day in Lake Louise, a night in Jasper and the better part of a full day to explore the beautiful countryside surrounding Jasper.


The initial four days on tour follows the Icefields Alpiner itinerary, although the layover day in Lake Louise on Day 5 presents the inviting opportunity to explore several options along the way to Lake Louise on Day 4. Among those options are a relatively short detour to Natural Bridge and Emerald Lake and a breathtaking climb to Takakkaw Falls, one of the highest waterfalls in Canada.


Day 5 is a layover day in Lake Louise, with some of the best hiking opportunities in the Canadian Rockies. Among the choices is spectacular Sentinel Pass, rising above timberline overlooking beautiful Moraine Lake and the surreal Valley of the Ten Peaks.


Following our second night at Deer Lodge at Lake Louise, we'll head for the Icefields Parkway and a magnificent ride to Saskatchewan Crossing. We'll climb gently to the Bow Summit, the highest point on the Parkway. Along the way, we'll visit Hector Lake, Crowfoot Glacier and Bow Lake, all before lunch at Num-ti-jah Lodge. At the Bow Summit lies Peyto Lake, the crown jewel of Canadian high-alpine lakes. It's then downhill to the Saskatchewan River and our overnight at The Crossing.


We'll continue along the Parkway on Day 7 to the Columbia Icefields and then descend in the shadow of the stark peaks of the Endless Chain to Sunwapta Resort. The Rambler's expanded itinerary suggests several options worth exploring on our way to Jasper the following day, including Athabasca Falls and Mount Edith Cavell. We'll overnight in Jasper, ride to the famous Jasper Park Lodge for brunch the next morning, hike magnificent Maligne Canyon and then call it a tour mid-afternoon as we return to Calgary.

Total Mileage Ð 378

Classic Canada

Date: (10 days, 9 nights; Fri-Sun)  Aug. 25-Sept. 3

Assembly Point: Lake Louise (airline, rail and bus service to Calgary; bus and rail service between Calgary and Lake Louise; or optional Timberline van shuttle between Calgary and Lake Louise prior to, and following tour)

Tour Cost: $2,195 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, ferry tolls, support van, leaders, tour maps & 

narratives) (Optional Timberline van shuttle between Calgary and Lake Louise prior to and following tour&#151;$50)


Banff, Lake Louise, the Columbia Icefields, Jasper&#151;these are the place names that symbolize the allure of the Canadian Rockies. Timberline for years has toured this Rocky Mountain Front in the context of our Icefields Alpiner and Rambler programs.


But the magnificence of Alpine Canada sprawls westward well beyond the Great Divide into the heart of British Columbia. The rugged Purcells and Selkirks, the serene beauty of the great Columbia/ Kootenay River system and the valleys through which these waters flow, fiord-like lake country that is everywhere&#151;these are a few of the ingredients of an extraordinary cycling adventure.


Simply stated, Classic Canada is Adventure Cycling at its best. In the course of 10 days, we'll experience the almost indescribable beauty of Lake Louise, challenge the Great Divide twice as well 

as the many summits that we'll encounter in the Purcells and Selkirks, trace the course of the Columbia, ride the shores of Kootenay and Arrow Lakes and the quaint ferries that cross those waters, explore no less than five of Canada's Rocky Mountain parks, luxuriate in the natural hot springs at Radium, Ainsworth and Nakusp, and overnight in lodging the likes of Baker Creek Chalet and Ainsworth Hot Springs.


Classic Canada assembles in Lake Louise and we'll climb to nearby Moraine Lake on Day 1. 

The hiking opportunities at Moraine Lake are extraordinary and our Day 1 mileage is intentionally light. Later in the day, we'll descend to the Bow Valley and ride the serene Bow Parkway along the Bow River to Baker Creek Chalet, where we'll spend the evening. 


Our first encounter with the Great Divide 

occurs on Day 2 at the crest of Vermillion Pass. We'll cross into British Columbia and Kootenay Park and descend along the Vermillion and Kootenay Rivers. We'll climb Sinclair Pass that afternoon as a prelude to a 7-mile descent into Radium and a welcome soak in the hot springs.


We'll follow the Columbia south of Radium to the Bavarian-like village of Kimberly, Canada's highest city at 3,630' nestled in the heart of the Purcells. It's on to Cranbrook and Creston on Day 4 and an overnight near the shore of Kootenay Lake. We'll trace the shore of Kootenay the next morning to Crawford Bay and board the ferry for the crossing to Balfour. Following an overnight at the Ainsworth Hot Springs Lodge, we'll ride to Kaslo and through the Slocan Valley to New Denver and Nakusp on the shores of Upper Arrow Lake. We'll overnight at the Selkirk Inn and visit the hot springs at Nakusp.


Mid-morning of Day 7, we'll board our second ferry at Galena Bay as we cross Upper Arrow Lake on our way to Revelstoke. Our climb through the Selkirks begins as we leave the breakfast table on Day 8. We'll cycle through Mt. Revelstoke and Glacier National Parks and spend the evening atop Rogers Pass at the Glacier Park Lodge.


A long descent is our reward on Day 9 as 

we ride to Golden and a final overnight in the 

picturesque townsite at the confluence of the Kicking Horse and Columbia Rivers. Our final 

day is anything but anticlimactic. We'll trace the Kicking Horse through Yoho Park to its source among the high peaks near the Great Divide at Kicking Horse Pass as we return to Lake Louise.

Total Mileage Ð 610

Odyssey Series

From our earliest beginnings, when Trail Ridge Road in Colorado's Rocky Mountain National Park became the focal point for our first bicycle tour, we at Timberline have always believed in "pushing the envelope" of adventure. For better or worse, we've always sought an identity for our organization that would clearly distinguish Timberline from other adventure companies. And so, over the course of the 18 intervening years since we first rode Trail Ridge, the likes of the Glacier and Icefields Ramblers, Classic Canada and Colorado, River-of-No-Return and High Sierra have evolved as a continuing articulation of who we are.

Last season, we once again redrew the parameters of adventure as we launched our new Odyssey SeriesÐextended adventure experiences for those who love adventure. Rocky Mountain Magic was our inaugural program and was designed to set the tone for the future. Our original thought was to offer a different odyssey each season, and that remains our intention, BUTÐRocky Mountain Magic last year was the best, and we can't bear to retire that adventure so soon. And so, for 2000, our Odyssey Series will have two constituents: Rocky Mountain Magic: Missoula-to-Jasper, and as promised, Palisades of the Pacific: Seattle-to-San Francisco. 

Rocky Mountain Magic: Missoula-to-Jasper

Dates: (15 days, 14 nights; Sat-Sat) July 29-Aug. 12

Assembly Point: Missoula, MT (airline service to Missoula prior to tour and from Calgary following tour; Timberline van transfers from Missoula airport prior to tour and from Jasper to Calgary following tour)

Tour Cost: $3,395 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, whitewater raft trip, park entrance fees, leaders, support van, transfers, tour maps & narratives)


Our odyssey begins in Missoula, where we've launched so many of our Glacier programs over the years. We'll trace the course of the Clark Fork and Blackfoot Rivers as we ride east of Missoula on Day 1 and then north through the Swan/Seeley Valley to Holland Lake, where we'll spend our first overnight at the historic Holland Lake Lodge. We'll continue north through the Swan Valley on Day 2 and visit Bigfork on the shores of Flathead Lake. We're headed for Whitefish at the northern end of the Flathead Valley on this evening.


It's on to Glacier the following morning, but not before breakfast at the Buffalo Cafe. We'll pause before entering Glacier to experience the excitement of whitewater rafting, Montana-style. A half-day's raft trip through the beautiful Flathead River Canyon has become the perfect plan over the years as we await the 4 p.m. opening of the road into the park for cyclists. We'll ride the gentle 10 miles to Lake McDonald Lodge along the shores of the lake later that afternoon.


One of North America's premier alpine cycling experiences is ours on Day 4 as we challenge Going-to-the-Sun to the summit of Logan Pass and the Continental Divide. We'll continue on to Many Glacier where we'll spend the evening at the Many Glacier Hotel. We'll then ride from Many Glacier Valley early-morning of Day 5 and cross into Canada along the Chief Mountain Road&#151;perhaps our all-time favorite cycling road. The next two overnights are planned for the new Lodge at Waterton in the Waterton Townsite.


Day 6 may be a layover day but it is anything other than a rest day. An early morning boat launch will transport our group across Waterton Lake to the Crypt Lake trailhead and we'll spend the better part of the day engaged in this extraordinary ll-mile round trip trek to one of Canada's most magnificent alpine lakes.


The adventure continues on Day 7 as we ride north from Waterton and into the historic Crowsnest Pass region. We'll overnight in Blairmore and then crest Crowsnest Pass early the following morning as we cross the divide into British Columbia. It's on to Wasa Lake that evening and an overnight in the Wasa Lodge. We'll then follow the great Columbia/ Kootenay River system north to Radium Hot Springs on Day 9. A soak in the natural hot springs at the Radium Aquacourt will be a welcome conclusion to this day.


We'll climb from Radium early on Day 10 as we enter Kootenay National Park. We'll crest Sinclair Pass and spend much of the day tracing the course of the Kootenay and Vermillion Rivers. We'll spend the night in the heart of Kootenay Park at the Kootenay Park Lodge and then climb to Vermillion Pass at the Continental Divide early the following morning. From the summit of Vermillion, it's downhill into the Bow Valley and we'll follow the course of the Bow River to Lake Louise.


Last year's group was unanimous in their suggestion that we add a layover day in Lake Louise and that's exactly what we have done for this year's program. We'll spend two nights at elegant Deer Lodge, adjacent to the Lake, and then head for Moraine Lake on our layover day. This day is dedicated to hiking to Sentinel Pass through Larch Valley, a hike that many consider to be the most spectacular single dayhike in the Canadian Rockies.


Our Odyssey continues on Day 13 as we head into the heart of the Canadian Rockies. We'll ride the remarkable Icefields Parkway, one of North America's great cycling roads, to Saskatchewan Crossing. We'll climb gently to the Bow Summit, the highest point on the Parkway. Along the way, we'll visit Hector Lake, Crowfoot Glacier and Bow Lake, all before lunch at Num-ti-jah Lodge. At the Bow Summit lies Peyto Lake, the crown jewel of Canadian high alpine lakes. It's then downhill to the Saskatchewan River and our overnight at The Crossing.


We'll continue along the Parkway the following day to the Columbia Icefields, pause at the summit of Sunwapta Pass to hike awesome Parker Ridge, and then descend along the dramatic Endless Chain to Sunwapta Falls Resort. A short leisurely ride to Jasper, including a visit to Athabasca Falls, is planned for our final day. We'll have time to explore Jasper before our van shuttle to Calgary and the end of an Odyssey.

Total Cycling Mileage Ð 780

Total Hiking Mileage Ð 20

Palisades of the Pacific: Seattle-to-San Francisco

Dates: (16 days, 15 nights; Sat-Sun) Aug. 5-20

Assembly Point: Seattle

Tour Cost: $3,595 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, ferry tolls, support van, 

transfers, leaders, tour maps & narratives)


If you're a cyclist who has become hooked at any level on the excitement of what you can do and where you can go on a bicycle, you likely count among your fantasies an extended cycling adventure along the incomparable Pacific shoreline. We at Timberline have been cycling sections of the Pacific Coast for years as integral elements in many of our programs in the Pacific Northwest and California. In each instance, we always regretted that our time on the coast passed too quickly.


In the year ahead, as our Odyssey Series embarks upon a second season, we've planned Palisades of the Pacific: Seattle-to-San Francisco, a 956-mile fantasy adventure that captures the absolute best of cycling along the magnificent Pacific shore.


Seattle-to-San Francisco, as you might have guessed, assembles in Seattle and we'll catch an 

early ferry on Day 1 to Bremerton on the Olympic Peninsula. We'll ride along the Hood Canal as we head toward the coast and we'll make our first contact with the open Pacific early on Day 2. We'll ride along the southern Washington coastline from South Bend to Long Beach and then cross the Columbia River as it empties into the Pacific near Astoria.


We'll spend our second night in the historic seaport of Astoria and begin our journey that will trace virtually the entire Oregon Coast from its northernmost extremity to the California border and beyond. We'll visit Fort Clatsop, where Lewis and Clark wintered during their exploration of the newly acquired Louisiana Territory, and ride on through the continuum of charming coastal villages. Tillamook, site of the largest cheese factory in the West, is our destination for Day 3.


The Oregon Coast in its grandest form is our setting for Day 4 as we ride the Three Capes Scenic Route on the way to Lincoln City and an oceanfront overnight at the Shilo Inn. We'll hug the shoreline throughout Day 5 on our way to Florence. The day is a progression of state parklands, created to protect the entire length of the Oregon shore, and an almost endless string of quaint seaside villages. We'll spend the evening at the Driftwood Shores Resort at the gateway to the Oregon Dunes National Seashore. It's on to Bandon on Day 6, and an evening in the Sunset Lodge, perched on a headwall high above the ocean.


From Bandon, we'll ride to Gold Beach, which we've settled upon for a layover day&#151;because it falls approximately midway through the tour and the area offers some interesting optional activities other than cycling. Whitewater rafting, a jet boat tour upstream on the famous Rogue River, a lazy day on the beach and, yes, even a great cycling opportunity along the Rogue, are a few of the alternatives from which to choose on this day.


It's back on the bikes on Day 9 as we continue south from Gold Beach through Brookings and on into California. Our approach to Crescent City along beautiful Pebble Beach Drive is one of the many highlights of this day. Our mileage on Day 10 is intentionally light so that we have the leisure to explore the magnificent Redwood groves in Redwood National Park. And for the masochists in the group, an optional ride UP to the Lady Bird Johnson Grove will fend off any sense of guilt one might feel at the prospect of a 42-mile day.


At some point during our overnight in Orick, we'll need to experience the adventure of the monster Cinnamon Roll at the Palm CafŽ. We're headed for the Victorian town of Ferndale on Day 11, at the gateway to the Avenue of the Giants. We'll ride through the awesome redwoods on Day 12 and spend the evening in Garberville. It's back to the California Coast the following day as we ride on to Mendocino, and an overnight in the historic Mendocino Hotel.


The rugged, undulating California Coast in all its splendor is the setting for our final three days. We'll ride to Gualala, spend the evening in the Gualala Country Inn, and then on through Fort Ross State Park to beautiful Bodega Bay, a night at the Inn at the Tides, and a phenomenal seafood dinner on the wharf.


We'll visit the Point Reyes National Seashore on our final day as we approach San Francisco. And as if there ever was any doubt, we'll triumphantly ride into San Francisco as we cross the Golden Gate Bridge, an appropriate conclusion to a true odyssey adventure.

Total Mileage Ð 956

Alaska!

How does one begin to describe the extraordinary essence of Alaska? Alaska is so many things. Its vast expanse and remote, pristine character is almost beyond the grasp of most. Alaska is a land of extremes with the lowest ocean trough and highest mountain range in North America. Alaska, too, is a land of indescribable beauty; its mountains dwarf the Alps; its glaciers are outnumbered only by those of Greenland and Antarctica, and its fjords surpass those of Norway.

We're excited about our plans in Alaska for the coming season. We'll offer three departure dates for our Adventure Alaska program, which merges a day 

of whitewater rafting and an opportunity for sea kayaking on beautiful Prince William Sound with 6 days of extraordinary on-road cycling.

The Kenai Peninsula south of Anchorage is the focus for our 6-day Alaska Hike (p. 35), which has been scheduled to facilitate linkage with our Adventure Alaska dates for those seeking an extended Alaskan experience. 

Adventure Alaska!

Dates: (8 days, 7 nights; Sun-Sun) 

July 16-23; July 30-Aug. 6; Aug. 20-27

Assembly Point: Anchorage (airline to Anchorage; van transfers to and from airport prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,995 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, ferry toll, sea kayak program, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps and narratives)


Towering snowclad mountains, massive glacial formations, wild, roiling rivers, the quaint port of Valdez, and a vastness and pristine character beyond articulation&#151;these are but a few of the components of Adventure Alaska.


First and foremost, Adventure Alaska is a 

bicycle adventure, and an adventure that has been created consistent with Timberline's concept and tradition of Adventure Cycling. But Adventure Alaska is more than cycling, and layover days at Sheep Mountain and Valdez provide the opportunities to experience the excitement of whitewater rafting on a wild Alaskan River and to explore Prince William Sound by sea kayak.


Adventure Alaska assembles in Anchorage and we'll follow the city's excellent bike trails as we head toward the Matanuska Valley. Our first night's destination is Palmer and an overnight at the Gold Miners Inn. We'll continue along the Matanuska River on Day 2 as it courses through the valley between the snowclad Talkeetna and Chugach Mountains. We'll visit Matanuska Glacier, our first of many close encounters with glacial formations, as we ride to Sheep Mountain, where we'll spend the next two nights in the magical setting of the Sheep Mountain Lodge.


The Matanuska River is whitewater rafting Alaskan-style, and it is an experience not to be missed. In other words, our layover day at Sheep Mountain will be something other than a "rest" day. Excellent hiking opportunities are also available.


Early-morning of Day 4, we'll plunge into the lush forest so typical of that which characterizes much of the Alaskan interior. We're headed for the historic Alaskan copper district and an overnight at the Copper Center Lodge.


Without question, Day 5 promises an extraordinary cycling experience. We'll trace the route of the famous Alaskan Pipeline south from Copper Center along Richardson Highway and then challenge Thompson Pass, with its 61/2-mile, 2,000 foot climb to the summit in the heart of the Chugach Range. Along the way, we'll visit Worthington Glacier before a long descent to the coastal town of Valdez and Prince William Sound. We'll spend the next two evenings at the Valdez Village Inn.


Valdez is the kind of place in which you'll want to linger. The rugged mountains and ethereal glaciers rise abruptly from the sea and provide the magnificent backdrop for this interesting village. Sea kayaking is only one of several interesting activities available on the layover day. One of the world's great salmon fishing opportunities is another intriguing option.


A variety of adventures await us on Day 7. We'll begin the day by boarding the Alaskan Ferry westbound across Prince William Sound to Portage Glacier Park. We'll conclude this memorable day with a short ride along Turnagain Arm to Alyeska, where we'll spend our final night prior to our return to Anchorage.

Total Mileage Ð 375

New Mexico's Land of Enchantment

New Mexico truly is a "Land of Enchantment" with its rich southwestern cultural legacy and its striking contrasts in terrain. Both of our New Mexico tours will explore the fascinating Santa Fe/Taos region of northern New Mexico. Native American pueblo communities blend with remnants of Spain's colonial empire in the New World to convey an awareness of the cultural and historical vibrancy of the region.

We'll also focus upon the striking geographical diversity of northern New Mexico. We'll ride the high desert region surrounding Santa Fe and climb into the alpine zone of the Sangre De Cristos that guard the approach to Taos. Perhaps no single day on any of Timberline's many tours can match that which we will spend riding the High Road between Chimayo and Taos. The High Road is a feature of all New Mexico tours. 

Northern New Mexico Alpiner

Dates: (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat)  

May 28-June 3; Sept. 17-23; Oct. 8-14

Assembly Point: Albuquerque (airline, rail and bus service to Albuquerque; Timberline van transfers to and from transportation terminals prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps and narratives)


For so many years, in the context of our earliest experiences in New Mexico, we cycled to the "doorstep" of the mysterious Jemez Mountains, hovering just to the west of Bandelier National Monument, only to turn back for our overnight in White Rock. Finally, with the introduction of the Northern New Mexico Alpiner, we climbed into the Jemez and discovered one of the Southwest's great alpine cycling adventures.


The Northern New Mexico Alpiner assembles in Albuquerque in the heart of the Rio Grande Valley. Early-morning of Day 1, we'll climb the Sandia Crest as we ride the Turquoise Trail through historic Madrid on our way to Santa Fe. Following an over-night at Garrett's adjacent to the Plaza in Santa Fe, we'll ride the backroads through the Nambe and Tesuque Pueblos to Chimayo, where we'll visit the famed Santuario and sample some of Leona's freshly-fired tortillas. And then it's on to the challenge of the High Road as we climb to Truchas&#151;gateway to the Carson National Forest. Ojo Sarco, Las Trampas, Chamisal, Penasco&#151;these are the villages we'll visit along the High Road&#151;they are the essence of northern New Mexico. We'll spend the evening in Taos at the Sagebrush Inn with its welcome pool and hot tub, and incredible northern New Mexican cuisine.


Early-morning of Day 3, we'll ride beautiful Taos Canyon as it climbs gently along Taos Creek to the crest of Palo Flechado Pass and then descend into the ethereal Merino Valley for a visit at the DAV Vietnam War Memorial at Angel Fire. We'll continue on to Red River for the evening and a delicious western meal at Texas Red's. It's back to Taos early-afternoon of Day 4, with a full afternoon available to explore this fascinating area, including a visit to the ancient Taos Pueblo.


We'll trace the course of the Rio Grande from Taos through Espanola to White Rock on Day 5. An interesting climb to the Pajarito Plateau and Los Alamos is an additional option on Day 5, and we'll visit renowned Bradbury Science Museum. Katherine also is in White Rock and that's a primary reason why we've been coming here as often as possible for the past 13 years. After Kate's dinner, you'll understand a major part of our attachment to the area.


It's on to Bandelier National Monument on Day 6 with an opportunity to explore the Anasazi cliff dwelling ruins of Frijoles Canyon. We'll then climb from Bandelier into the Jemez Mountains and descend into the Grand Valle as we trace the Jemez River in it's plunge to Jemez Springs. We'll conclude this extraordinary day with a soak in the natural hot springs of the Jemez River and spend our final evening at the Jemez River Lodge. 


Our descent continues on Day 7 as we return to Albuquerque, where our tour concludes.

Total Mileage Ð 386

New Mexico Rambler

Date: (9 days, 8 nights; Sat-Sun)  Aug. 12-20

Assembly Point: Albuquerque (airline, rail and bus service to Albuquerque; Timberline van transfers to and from transportation terminals; note that this tour originates in Albuquerque but terminates in Denver)

Tour Cost: $1,895 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps & narratives)


In so many ways, the New Mexico Rambler brings together the best of bicycle touring in the Southwest. The mellow, juniper-laden southern Rockies; the rolling high desert; the vast tablelands of the San Luis Valley and South Park; the 

surrealism of the Great Sand Dunes; and the alpine grandeur of Hoosier and Loveland Passes&#151;these are some of the scenic highlights of this tour as we travel from Albuquerque to Denver.


We'll ride from Albuquerque along the 

legendary Turquoise Trail through Madrid and on to Santa Fe where we'll spend the evening. The 

following morning, we're off to Taos along the backroads through the Tesuque, Pojoaque and Nambe Pueblos to Chimayo. We'll visit the Santuario de Chimayo, sample Leona's freshly-fired tortillas, and then challenge the magnificent High Road as it climbs from the Rio Grande Valley to Truchas and into the Carson National Forest. 


The day is a continuum of tiny villages&#151;Ojo Sarco, Las Trampas, Chamisal, Penasco&#151;that 

symbolize the spirit and culture of northern New Mexico. A 13-mile descent to Taos is a dramatic conclusion to an extraordinary day.


We'll be ready for the layover day that follows in Taos with its opportunities to visit the Taos Pueblo and hike to the high alpine reaches of Gold Hill, New Mexico's third highest peak. Our lodge's inviting outdoor pool and hot tub are options for those who choose to treat a layover day literally.


On day 4, we'll ride north from Taos along the Sangre de Cristos into Colorado. We'll overnight at the historic Zapata Ranch, adjacent to the Great Sand Dunes National Monument. We'll visit the Dunes the following morning enroute to Salida.


As we continue northward into the heart of Colorado's Central Rockies, the changes in topography are dramatic. The mighty Collegiate Range with its snowclad "fourteeners" looms to the west as we ride to South Park and the 19th century mining camp of Fairplay. We'll spend the evening in the historic Fairplay Hotel and then climb Hoosier Pass (11,541') on Day 7 before descending to Breckenridge and an early arrival at the Beaver Run Resort.


From Breckenridge, we'll ride the sparkling shores of Lake Dillon as we climb beyond timberline to the Continental Divide atop spectacular Loveland Pass (11,992'). A final evening in Georgetown precedes our descent into Denver where our tour concludes.

Total Mileage - 524

Great Canyons of the Southwest

The rugged beauty of the Colorado Plateau; the countless wind-sculpted hoodoos of Bryce and the massive sandstone temples of Zion; sheer slickrock canyon walls; the incredible vastness of the Grand Canyon itself; the pinks and purples, oranges and yellows, the red and gold that overwhelm the senses; the contrasting alpine aura of towering peaks that wear a mantle of snow year-round&#151;this is the fascination of the Great Canyons region of the Southwest.

We've planned an exciting array of adventures for our Great Canyons category for the coming season. We will again visit Bryce and Zion National Parks in southwestern Utah in the context of a 7-day Alpiner and incorporate the North Rim of the Grand Canyon as part of our 9-day Great Canyons Biker/Hiker. 

We'll also offer another in our group of "signature" tours&#151;the Canyon Country Classic, a 10-day adventure that not only explores Zion, Bryce and Cedar Breaks, but also ventures well beyond into the sparsely-travelled Grand Staircase/Escalante National Monument regions in the heart of the Dixie National Forest and on through the surreal rock formations of Capitol Reef National Park. 

For pure hikers, our Grand Canyon series, Bryce/Zion, Big Bend and Capitol Reef programs are extraordinary southwestern hiking adventures (See pgs. 30-33). 

Bryce/Zion Alpiner

Dates (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat)  June 4-10; Oct. 1-7

Assembly Point: St. George (airline and bus service to St. George; or airline service to Las Vegas, NV; optional Timberline van shuttle between Las Vegas and St. George prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, park entrance fees, support van, leaders, tour maps & narratives) (optional Timberline van shuttle between Las Vegas and St. George prior to and following tour&#151;$50)


Deep canyons, the startling hoodoos of Bryce and the rock temples of Zion, the breathtaking array of color, the variety of vegetation, the high alpine setting of the Dixie National Forest&#151;this is the Bryce/Zion Alpiner. Our tour focuses on the southwestern corner of Utah, including Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks, and Cedar Breaks National Monument. An area of indescribable beauty, these parklands offer convincing testimony to the 

awesome forces of nature.


We'll assemble in St. George and our destination for Day 1 is Cedar City on quiet roads through the Dixie National Forest and beautiful Snow Canyon State Park.


From Cedar City, we'll explore the scenic Cedar Breaks region. The ride to Cedar Breaks is spectacular as we climb through beautiful Cedar Canyon along cascading Cedar Creek to Cedar Breaks summit at 10,200'. A short, but rapid descent and we're in the ski resort village of Brian Head where we'll spend the evening at the Cedar Breaks Lodge.


It's on to Bryce on Day 3 in the heart of Utah's "Color Country." A beautiful ride through the sandstone formations of Red Canyon carries us to the open expanse of the Paunsaugunt Plateau and Bryce Canyon where we'll spend the next two nights and a layover day exploring this geological wonder. Several outstanding hiking and cycling options are available on this day.


We'll leave Bryce on Day 5 and ride on to Mt. Carmel and an evening at the Thunderbird Resort prior to Day 6's short ride to Zion. The full afternoon is available for hiking in Zion that includes a visit to the awesome summit of Angels Landing. We'll spend the evening in Zion prior to our leisurely return to St. George.

Total Mileage Ð 339 

Great Canyons Biker/Hiker

Dates (9 days, 8 nights; Sat-Sun) 

June 24-July 2; Aug. 26-Sept. 3

Assembly Point: St. George (airline and bus service to St. George; or airline, service to Las Vegas, NV; optional Timberline van shuttle between Las Vegas and St. George prior to, and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,895 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, park entrance fees, support van, leaders, tour maps & narratives) (optional Timberline van shuttle between Las Vegas and St. George prior to and following tour&#151;$50)


The Great Canyons Biker/Hiker is our ultimate, all-inclusive adventure in the magnificent canyonlands area of the southwest. In the course of this 

9-day program, we'll cycle beautiful Cedar Canyon to Cedar Breaks, Red Canyon to Bryce and the awesome Kaibab Plateau to the Grand Canyon's North Rim. Layover days present the opportunity for full-day hikes in Bryce, Zion and Grand Canyon National Parks.


Great Canyons assembles in St. George and we'll ride scenic, quiet backroads north through Snow Canyon into the Dixie National Forest and on to Cedar City. We'll climb from Cedar City on Day 2 through Cedar Canyon to the high alpine setting of Cedar Breaks National Monument with its breathtaking panoramic vistas of the erosional wonders below. A short, rapid plunge to Brian Head follows along with an overnight in the Cedar Breaks Lodge.


The previous day's climb is rewarded with a long descent on Day 3 through the Dixie Forest along Panguitch Lake to Panguitch. We'll ride through beautiful Red Canyon to Bryce, where we'll spend the next two nights and a layover day exploring the Park. Several outstanding hiking opportunities highlight this layover day.


From Bryce, we're headed to the Grand Canyon's North Rim. We'll ride through the heart of Utah's "Color Country" to Kanab and, following an overnight at the Shilo Inn, we'll climb to Jacob Lake, high atop the beautiful Kaibab Plateau in the Kaibab Forest, and then on to the Canyon. We'll arrive at the North Rim late-afternoon of Day 6 and hike deep within the Canyon during a second layover day. We'll spend both overnights at the Grand Front Lodge overlooking the Canyon.


It's "payback" time on Day 8 as our long climb to the North Rim of Day 6 is rewarded by an incredible downhill as we head to Zion (van shuttle available for those who have no interest in this heroic century-and-then-some ride). We'll hike in Zion until mid-day of Day 9 and then van shuttle back to St. George where our program concludes.

Total Mileage Ð 532

Canyon Country Classic

Dates (10 days, 9 nights; Fri-Sun)  Sept. 15-24

Assembly Point: St. George (airline and bus service to St. George; optional Timberline van shuttle between Las Vegas and St. George prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $2,095 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, park entrance fees, support van, leaders, tour maps & narratives) (optional Timberline van shuttle between Las Vegas and St. George prior to and following tour&#151;$50)


In the course of the 18 years that we've been planning and staging bicycle tours throughout the Western U.S. and Canada, we've assembled a select group of programs that distinguish our organization from others. Classic Canada, Classic Colorado, the Odyssey Series, Beartooth, Wild River, Oregon Coast-to-Cascades, San Juans, Glacier Park and New Mexico Ramblers&#151;these are the extraordinary experiences that have come to be known as our "signature" adventures. 


Two years ago, Canyon Country Classic joined this elite group of cycling experiences. We had long been aware that some of the Southwest's most exciting cycling terrain lies remotely tucked within the eastern reaches of the Dixie National Forest in south-central Utah, and beyond the well-travelled loop embracing Cedar Breaks, Bryce and Zion. For some time, we longed to ride the Escalante, to climb to and through the shimmering aspen groves above Boulder, and to explore the surreal rock formations of Capitol Reef. Fantasy became reality with the introduction of Canyon Country Classic.


Canyon Country assembles in St. George and we'll ride through the Virgin River Valley to Zion National Park on Day 1. Much of Day 2 will be spent exploring Zion, including the opportunity to hike the Narrows or climb to Angel's Landing. Late that afternoon, we'll cycle the short distance to Mt. Carmel Junction, where we'll spend the evening at the Thunderbird Lodge.


It's on to Bryce on Day 3 as we climb gently through the beautiful red sandstone of Red Canyon. We'll spend the next two nights at Bryce, with a layover day that offers great hiking opportunities. We're headed east from Bryce to Escalante with an optional opportunity to visit fascinating Kodachrome Basin State Park near Tropic. Following an overnight at the Prospector, we'll ride into the heart of the Grand Staircase National Monument to Boulder and then climb beautiful Boulder Mountain. A long descent provides an incredible ending to this special day as we ride to Torrey, gateway to Capitol Reef National Park. We'll spend the evening at Capitol Reef Resort with its inviting outdoor pool, enjoy an unforgettable dinner at the CafŽ Diablo and then explore Capitol Reef the following day before riding on to Loa.


Early-morning of Day 8, we'll ride the Sevier River Valley to Panguitch and then climb back into the Dixie Forest the following day. We're headed for Brian Head on Day 9 and a final evening at the luxurious Cedar Breaks Lodge. A short but "attention-grabbing" climb early on Day 10 is a not-so-subtle reminder that our adventure, though in its final day, continues unabated. We'll visit beautiful Cedar Breaks National Monument that morning and then its downhill, and we mean downhill, through Cedar Canyon to Cedar City. We'll end this extraordinary adventure on this dramatic note and van shuttle back to St. George.

Total Mileage Ð 448

Colorado High-Country Gold

It's our admittedly arrogant belief that almost everyone who has become hooked on cyclotouring at some point dreams of riding Colorado's high country. The full array of cycling adventures that we have planned for Colorado this season reflects the manner in which our guests of past seasons have responded to their Colorado high-country experiences.

In so many ways, our plans for Colorado for the season ahead reflect our pride and passion for our home state. We'll again offer our 7 and slightly-tweaked 10-day adventures in the magnificent San Juans of southwestern Colorado, as well as Classic Colorado, a charter constituent in a growing category of Classic adventures Ð the extraordinary programs that have become Timberline's signature experiences. 

San Juans Alpiner

Dates: (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat) 

June 25-July 1; Sept. 10-16

Assembly Point: Durango (airline and bus service to Durango; timberline van transfers to and from transportation terminals)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes lodging, breakfasts and 

dinners, park entrance fees, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps and narratives)


Extravagant rhetoric is unavoidable as we consider our San Juans Alpiner&#151;there is just no other way to describe the awesome and singular beauty of Colorado's San Juan Range. Their jagged, snowclad peaks rise dramatically from the valleys and their lush stands of evergreen and aspen are reminders of the snowfalls that can isolate this alpine region during the depths of winter.


The San Juans Alpiner assembles in Durango and we'll ride westward early-morning of Day 1 to Mesa Verde National Park. Once inside the Park, we'll climb from the Colorado Plateau to the high-mesa setting of the beautiful Far View Lodge, where we'll spend our first overnight. We'll spend the remainder of the first day and the morning of Day 2 exploring the ancient Anasazi ruins of Mesa Verde. We'll leave the park mid-day for the short ride to Dolores and an overnight at the Dolores Mountain Inn. Along the way, we'll have the opportunity to visit the fascinating Anasazi Cultural Center north of Cortez.


We're headed for the heart of the San Juans early-morning of Day 3. We'll tour the old mining towns of Stoner and Rico and then begin our ascent up Lizard Head Pass (10,222') on our way to the magical mountain paradise that is Telluride. We'll spend two evenings at the Viking Lodge and a layover day in this world-renowned retreat with its surreal alpine setting. Among our options for the layover in Telluride are several spectacular above-timberline hikes in the surrounding San Juan National Forest.


On Day 5, we'll trace the course of the San Miguel River as we leave Telluride and ride toward the beautiful town of Ouray. We have a short ride the following day to Silverton, including a spectacular climb to the summit of Red Mountain Pass (11,008') and a thrilling downhill into this quaint 19th-century mining camp. We'll spend our final evening at the historic Wyman Hotel, a restored Victorian masterpiece. Our final day on tour includes ascents of Molas and Coal Bank Passes and a long downhill for our return to Durango.

Total Mileage Ð 266 

San Juans Adventure

Date: (10 days, 9 nights; Fri-Sun)  July 21-30

Assembly Point: Durango (airline and bus service 

to Durango; Timberline van transfers to and from 

transportation terminals)

Tour Cost: $2,095 (includes lodging, breakfasts and 

dinners, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps 

and narratives)


The San Juans of southwestern Colorado are 

without question among the most spectacular collection of peaks to be found among all of the Rocky Mountain ranges. That's quite a mouthful when you consider the competition&#151;the Canadian Rockies, the awesome peaks of Glacier, the Beartooths and Tetons, just to name a few.


The San Juans have been an integral and extremely popular component of our program over the years. 

In the course of this 10-day tour, we'll go beyond the parameters of our more leisurely-paced Alpiner.


We'll assemble in Durango and on Day 1 ride into the heart of the San Juans to the quaint 19th-

century mining town of Silverton and an overnight 

at the restored Victorian Wyman Hotel. A short, 

interesting ride to Ouray is on the agenda for Day 2, including an awesome climb to timberline and the Continental Divide atop Red Mountain Pass (11,008'). It's on to Telluride on Day 3 as we ride the Dallas Divide on the way to this world-renowned Victorian village nestled snugly against the backdrop of several of Colorado's mighty "fourteeners."


The layover day in Telluride that follows is 

a recent addition to this program and provides the opportunity to hike the spectacular Sneffels Highline Trail with its unparalleled views of the awesome San Juans.


A good deal of downhill highlights our ride to Montrose on Day 5 and then it's on to Gunnison the following day, but not before a side trip to the spectacular Black Canyon of the Gunnison, our nation's newest national park.


On Day 7, we'll head for the Eastern San Juans as we trace the Lake Fork of the Gunnison River into beautiful Lake City. Slumgullion Pass presents a formidable challenge for Day 8. We're at the Continental Divide atop Slumgullion (11,361') and again a few miles down the road atop Spring Creek Pass (10,901').


The ride from the summit of Spring Creek is one that you will never forget! We've entered the heart of the Rio Grande Forest in a high alpine 

setting that is indescribably beautiful. We're at the source of the Rio Grande River and at that moment you'll begin to understand the magical aura that surrounds Colorado's Rocky Mountain highcountry.


The Rio Grande becomes a discernible river as it descends below Creede.We'll trace its course to South Fork and an overnight at the Wolf Creek Ski Lodge. On Day 9 one final pass, Wolf Creek (10,850'), guards our approach to Pagosa Springs prior to our return to Durango the next day.

Total Mileage Ð 488

Classic Colorado

Date: (10 days, 9 nights; Fri-Sun)  Aug. 11-20

Assembly Point: Boulder (airline, rail and bus service to Denver; bus or Timberline van shuttle between Denver and Boulder prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $2,095 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, support van, round-trip shuttles between Denver and Boulder, leaders, tour maps and narratives)


A truly extraordinary eclectic adventure, Classic Colorado perhaps best expresses the magic that is Colorado. The vibrancy of Boulder; the majestic alpine grandeur of Rocky Mountain National Park; the thrill of Trail Ridge Road&#151;likely the granddaddy of all alpine cycling experiences; the serenity 

of Willow Creek; the solitude and expansive freedom of North Park; the magnificent Zirkels; the excitement of Steamboat, Vail and Breckenridge; Colorado River whitewater, Glenwood Canyon 

and awesome, beyond-timberline Loveland Pass, and on and on&#151;Classic Colorado is a Colorado classic to the core.


In the context of this 10-day odyssey, we'll ride 455 miles on some of Colorado's best cycling roads; we'll climb seven spectacular, named passes and a few additional hills you'll argue deserve to be named. We'll traverse Rocky Mountain National Park from its eastern gate to its western extremity. We'll hike to magical Gilpin Lake in the Mt. Zirkel Wilderness north of Steamboat, and spend a second layover day rafting the mighty Colorado through breathtakingly beautiful Glenwood Canyon. And lest you believe that we care little about your creature needs, we'll enjoy the luxurious amenities of three of Colorado's world-renowned ski resorts.


Classic Colorado assembles in Boulder, home of the University of Colorado and training base of many of the world's top competitive cyclists and runners. We'll get a taste of one of Boulder's great training rides on Day 1 as we climb through Left-Hand Canyon to Ward, a 4500-foot warmup for the adventure ahead. We'll ride the beautiful Peak-to-Peak Highway to Estes Park and we'll spend our first night at the elegant, historic Stanley Hotel.


Rocky Mountain Park and Trail Ridge Road will command our attention for much of Day 2. Over the years, we've ridden most of North America's major mountains&#151;Independence, Red Mountain, Slumgullion, Cedar Canyon, Beartooth, Logan, McKenzie, and Hurricane Ridge are a few of the more memorable. We believe that Trail Ridge reigns as the premier alpine experience in North America. From the summit of Trail Ridge, at 12,183 feet, we actually descend well over 1,000 feet to reach the Continental Divide at Milner Pass (10,756'). We'll continue on to Grand Lake and a night at the Rapids Lodge before heading into the remote reaches of North Park with a mellow ride over gentle Willow Creek Pass (9683')


Following an overnight in Walden, we'll again climb gently to Muddy Pass (8722'), and perhaps not so gently to the Continental Divide atop Rabbit Ears (9426') before descending into the Yampa Valley and Steamboat Springs. We'll spend the next two evenings at the Inn at Steamboat with its inviting pool and quiet setting near the slopes of Mt. Werner.


Day 5 is our first of two layover days and we'll head north of Steamboat toward Steamboat Lake for a day of hiking in the beautiful Zirkels Wilderness. Our destination is Gilpin Lake, an 8-mile round-trip hike, and we'll hope to soak in the natural hot springs at Strawberry Park on our way back to Steamboat.


Day 6 promises to be our most challenging. We'll trace the course of the Yampa south of Steamboat through an area that poignantly expresses the vast, rugged expanse that is Colorado. We're headed for Vail on this day with a second layover day and an exciting whitewater rafting adventure ahead. 


It's back on the bikes on Day 8 and we'll ride the off-road paved trails to the Continental Divide at Vail Pass (10,666') and on to Breckenridge. We'll arrive in Breckenridge early-afternoon with ample opportunity to explore this lively resort community.


The adventure continues on Day 9 with a final visit to the Continental Divide atop Loveland Pass (11,992'). The road to Loveland's summit, virtually abandoned by motor vehicle traffic thanks to I-70 and the Eisenhower Tunnel, is a cyclist's fantasy. It's downhill to Georgetown from Loveland's above-timberline summit for our final evening in this quaint 19th-century Victorian village. Our descent along Clear Creek continues early on our final day, but we can't resist one final adventure. Just down the road from Idaho Springs lurks mighty Mt. Evans (14,260'). We may be crazy, but not far gone enough to climb to the summit on our final day, notwithstanding the paved road. We'll settle for beautiful Echo Lake at about 10,000', crest Squaw Pass, and then its downhill all the way to Bergen Park, where we'll call it a tour and van shuttle back to Boulder and Denver.

Total Cycling Mileage - 455

San Juan Islands/Canadian Gulfs/Cascades

Ihe serene maritime setting of the San Juan Islands, the excitement and Old World elegance of Victoria, the alpine majesty of the Olympics, Mt. Rainier and the CascadesÐthese are a few of the fascinations that distinguish bicycle touring in the Pacific Northwest.

Timberline will again offer an experience tailored for every cycling interest, ranging from our relaxed, low-mileage tour of the San Juans to the more aggressive alpine adventure in Mount Rainier and North Cascades National Parks. Our Olympics Adventure presents an intriguing combination of cycling and hiking in one of the great wild areas of the Pacific Northwest. 

San Juan Islands/

Victoria

Dates: (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat) 

July 9-15; Aug. 6-12; Sept. 3-9

Assembly Point: Anacortes, WA (airline, rail and bus service to Seattle; bus service or optional Timberline van shuttle between Anacortes and Seattle prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,595 (includes all lodging, breakfasts 

and dinners, support van, ferry tolls, leaders, tour maps & narratives) (Optional Timberline van shuttle between Seattle and Anacortes prior to and following tour&#151;$40)


The San Juan Islands, scattered about Puget Sound off the coast of mainland Washington, have become one of the world's premier cycling destinations. 

Our San Juan Islands program will focus on three islands&#151;Lopez, Orcas and San Juan&#151; along with two days and a night in Victoria on Vancouver Island.


We'll assemble in Anacortes north of Seattle and board the ferry early-morning of our first day for the short ride to Lopez Island and a leisurely day cycling along the island's excellent network of quiet country roads. We'll overnight at the Islander Resort, situated serenely at water's edge on Fisherman Bay.


It's on to San Juan Island early-morning of Day 2, where we'll spend two full days. During our stay on San Juan, we'll visit picturesque Roche Harbor, historic British and American Camps, and, with a little luck, catch a glimpse of the magnificent Orca whales that frequent the waters off Whale Watchers Point at Lime Kiln Park. A sea kayaking adventure is an option during our second day on San Juan. We'll spend our overnights in lively Friday Harbor at the Inn at Friday Harbor.


A morning ferry on Day 4 will transport us to Orcas Island for another 2-day visit. We'll ride from the ferry to Deer Harbor and later tour the pottery works at West Beach on our way to Eastsound. We'll spend the evening at the Landmark Inn in Eastsound. 


A tour of Moran State Park is planned for Day 5 which includes several hiking options. Hovering well above Moran is Mount Constitution, with its exhilarating climb to the highest point on the San Juans and its spectacular view of the surrounding Gulf Islands along with the Olympic and Cascade Ranges on the distant horizon. We'll ride on to Olga for lunch and Doe Bay before returning to Eastsound.


Day 6, it's on to Canada and the island of Vancouver. We'll land in Sydney mid-morning of Day 6 and ride the short distance to the famous Butchart Gardens. We'll continue into Victoria later that afternoon and overnight at the Embassy Inn, 

situated across from the Parliament Building and a short stroll from the Inner Harbor.


An interesting ride along the water on Marine Drive marks our route on Day 7 as we head for the ferry and our return to Anacortes.

Total Mileage Ð 212 

Rainier Rambler

Date: (9 days, 8 nights; Sat-Sun)  July 22-30

Assembly Point: Enumclaw (airline, rail and bus 

service to Seattle; bus service or Timberline van 

shuttle from Seattle to Enumclaw prior to tour and from Everett following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,995 (includes all lodging, breakfasts 

and dinners, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps & narratives)


Simply stated, we believe that our Rainier Rambler, more than any other cycletour offered in this region, captures the essence of the excitement and fascination of cycling in the Pacific Northwest. The fascination of cycling in the Pacific Northwest is its incomparable, varied terrain and we'll experience these dramatic contrasts visually and physically in the context of this 9-day adventure. The awesome beauty of Mt. Rainier National Park, the towering spires of the North Cascades, the apple-growing empire of the Yakima and Columbia River Valleys, the maritime magic of Fidalgo and Whidbey Islands, the extraordinary beauty of Deception Pass&#151;this is the continuum of experiences that is the Rainier Rambler.


The tour assembles in Enumclaw, just east 

of Seattle, and we'll ride to the western entrance of Rainier Park on Day 1. We'll overnight at the Nisqually Lodge just outside the Park and spend most of the following day exploring the park. We'll climb to the Paradise Lodge, where we'll spend the night on the slopes of Rainier, and arrive early enough to enjoy the outstanding hiking opportunities in the Paradise area.


The influence of the Cascades on the climate of the region to the east is apparent as we descend into the arid Yakima Valley on Day 3. Fresh fruit stands are everywhere as we approach Yakima, where we'll spend the evening. We'll return to the alpine zone of the Wenatchee National Forest the following day as we climb scenic Swauk Pass (4071') enroute to Leavenworth where we'll spend the evening.


Day 5, we'll ride into the heart of Washington's apple-growing empire. We'll follow the Wenatchee River to it's confluence with the Columbia and trace the Columbia northward for an evening at the Caravel Resort on the shores of Lake Chelan.


We're headed for the North Cascades on Day 6 on roads that constitute a cyclist's fantasy. An overnight in Winthrop precedes our encounter with Washington Pass (5477') in the heart of North Cascades National Park. Cycling North Cascades Highway is a dream&#151;sparse traffic, great shoulder, spectacular alpine scenery.


We'll spend the evening in Marblemount on the Skagit River at Clark's Skagit River Resort and then we're off to the ocean. We'll spend our final overnight at Ship Harbor Inn on Fidalgo Island and cross magnificent Deception Pass to Whidbey Island. We'll cycle the full length of Whidby to Clinton before concluding our tour with a ferry ride across the Sound to Everett.

Total Mileage Ð 559 

Olympics Adventure

Dates: (9 days, 8 nights; Sat-Sun)  Aug. 19-27

Assembly Point: Edmonds (airline, rail and bus 

service to Seattle; bus or Timberline van transfer from Seattle to Edmonds prior to tour and from Seattle ferry terminal following tour)

Tour Cost: $2,095 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, ferry tolls, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps and narratives)


If you love the sea and the sound of the pounding surf, or if your passion is mountains and the thrill of cycling beyond timberline to a snowclad summit&#151;the Olympics Adventure offers the best of both worlds.  In the context of this 9-day adventure, we'll ride the Pacific seashore, immerse ourselves in the primeval rain forests of the Olympics, cycle to the awesome summit of Hurricane Ridge in Olympic National Park, hike deep within the Quinault Rain Forest and relax along the shores of Lake Quinault.


The Olympics Adventure gathers in the harbor village of Edmonds where we'll board the ferry early-morning of Day 1 for a short trip to Kingston. We'll ride from Kingston to the quaint seaside village of Port Townsend, where we'll spend our first evening.  It's then on to Port Angeles with the opportunity for a side excursion from Sequim through Dungeness.


Our destination on Day 3 is Lake Crescent and the inviting Lake Crescent Lodge within Olympic National Park.  But, prior to leaving Port Angeles, the lure of Hurricane Ridge is irresistible, and the reward of its spectacular summit are well worth the effort inherent in this world-class climb.


Day 4 has been dedicated to hiking and we'll van shuttle to the end of the Sol Duc road and hike from the Hot Springs Lodge to Sol Duc Falls and beyond along the Bogacheil Trail for a glimpse of mighty Mt. Olympus, the highest of the Olympic peaks. We'll return to the lodge where we'll spend the evening with ample opportunity to soak in the lodge's natural hot springs.


It's back on our bikes early-morning of Day 5 as we descend along the Sol Duc River as it rushes toward the ocean. We'll continue through the Olympic Forest to Forks for our next overnight. Early the following morning we're headed for the Pacific shoreline, but not before a fascinating ride into the heart of the Hoh Rain Forest. We end this memorable day at the famous Kalaloch Lodge, perched grandly above the Pacific.


We'll return to the Olympic Forest on Day 7 as we ride to Lake Quinault and the grand Lake Quinault Lodge, where we'll spend our final two nights.  We'll hike into the Quinault Rain Forest on Day 8 along Graves Creek, and then explore the fascinating Quinault nature trails on our final day before our van shuttle return to Seattle.

Total Cycling Mileage Ð 343

Total Hiking Mileage Ð 28

Oregon Coast/Cascades

Timberline's tradition has always emphasized spectacular alpine cycling opportunities and that tradition is ever so apparent in our Oregon Coast-

to-Cascades and Rogue River Ramblers.

Both of these 9-day adventures combine the allure of cycling the magnificent Oregon coastline with the challenge of the majestic Cascades to the east. 

For those whose primary interest is the coast, we'll again offer our 7-day North Oregon Coast program. 

North Oregon Coast

Dates: (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat) 

July 2-8; Sept. 10-16

Assembly Point: Hillsboro (airline, rail and bus 

service to Portland; bus or Timberline van shuttle between Portland and Hillsboro prior to tour, and to Eugene airport or Portland following tour. Note that tour originates in Hillsboro and terminates in Eugene)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps & narratives)


Early into your first contacts with the Oregon Coast, the realization that you've come upon a truly special place will rapidly become apparent. The Oregon Coast is a progression of state parklands created to preserve and protect the extraordinary natural beauty of the region for the use and enjoyment of future generations.


One senses that the cyclist also enjoys "protected" status in Oregon. So many of the roadways seem to have been created with the cyclist in mind. Broad, well-paved shoulders and signed bicycle routes create an ideal setting for a cycletour.


North Oregon Coast assembles in Hillsboro to the west of Portland. We'll ride to the coast on Day 1, tracing the course of the Nehalem River as we head for the historic seaport of Astoria. We'll have an opportunity to explore Astoria the following morning, including a tour of nearby Fort Clatsop, where the Lewis & Clark expedition wintered during its travels through the newly-acquired Louisiana Territory. We'll continue southward along the coast to the charming seaside village of Cannon Beach and an oceanfront overnight at the Surfsand Resort. Tillamook, site of the largest cheese factory in the West, is our destination for Day 3. Along the way, we'll visit the Nehalem Bay Winery and later tour the cheese factory in Tillamook.


The Oregon Coast in its grandest form is our setting on Day 4 as we ride the Three Capes Scenic Route on the way to Lincoln City, where we'll overnight at the oceanfront Shilo Inn. On Day 5, we'll tour a progression of small seaside villages, including the picturesque harborfront in Newport, enroute to Florence at the gateway to the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area.


We'll spend the next two evenings on the beach at the beautiful Driftwood Shores Resort. Day 6, a layover day, offers an opportunity to hike in the heart of the Siuslaw National Forest at Cape Perpetua. We'll leave the beautiful Oregon Coast on our final day as we ride the gentle uplift of the Coastal Range into the Willamette Valley to Eugene where our tour concludes.

Total Mileage Ð 363

Oregon Coast-to-Cascades Rambler

Dates: (9 days, 8 nights; Sat-Sun)  July 22-30

Assembly Point: Hillsboro (airline, rail and bus service to Portland; bus or Timberline van shuttle between Portland and Hillsboro prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,995 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps and narratives)


The rugged Oregon Coast, the pounding surf and expanses of beautiful, sandy beaches, the timberlands of the Siuslaw, Willamette, Deschutes and Mt. Hood National Forests, the pastoral setting of the Willamette Valley; the vibrancy of Eugene; the anticipation that builds as we trace the McKenzie River in preparation for our assault upon mighty McKenzie Pass and the towering snowclad Cascades, our "day in the wilderness" as we approach Mt. Hood and an unforgettable final night at the Timberline Lodge. The litany of experiences goes on and on&#151;this is the essence of the Oregon Coast-to-Cascades Rambler.


We'll assemble in Hillsboro, just west of Portland, and ride to Tillamook on Day 1, where we'll visit the famous Tillamook Cheese factory. The next two days belong to the Oregon Coast. We'll follow the Three Capes Scenic Route southward through Cape Mears, Lookout and Kiwanda and on to our overnight in the oceanside community of Lincoln City.


Our ride along the coast continues to Florence on Day 3, as we pass through the progression of state parks, created to protect the entire length of the Oregon Coast, and the many quaint coastal villages along the way. We'll overnight on the ocean at the Driftwood Shores Resort, visit the Sand Dunes outside of Florence the following morning and then turn east for our gentle climb over the Coastal Range. Our fourth night is planned for Eugene, site of the University of Oregon, as we prepare for our transition from coast to Cascades.


It's on to the Cascades on Day 5 as we trace the course of the McKenzie River to its source among the high peaks to the east. A relaxing evening in the cozy setting of the historic Holiday Farm precedes our engagement with McKenzie Pass on Day 6. McKenzie Pass is one of the West's great alpine challenges. The grade on this climb, though long, is gradual and not intimidating. The emphasis here is the opportunity to absorb the spectacular variation in terrain that we encounter along the way. From the banks of the McKenzie, we climb through the heavily timbered Willamette Forest to the famous Belknap Crater and extensive, almost other-worldly lava fields and observatory atop McKenzie Pass. A spectacular descent precedes our overnight in Sisters.


From Sisters, it's on to Detroit and an overnight on the shores of Detroit Lake. Early-morning of 

Day 8, we'll ride the paved network of forest roads through a semi-wilderness area to the base of Mt. Hood, where we'll spend our final night at the historic Timberline Lodge. Our return to Portland is virtually a downhill cruiser for much of this final day.

Total Mileage Ð 580 

Rogue River Rambler

Dates: (9 days, 8 nights; Sat-Sun)  Aug. 19-27

Assembly Point: Eugene (airline and bus service to Eugene; Timberline van transfer from transportation 

terminals prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,995 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, support van, transfers, leaders, tour maps & narratives)


Among our most popular programs for the past two seasons, the Rogue River Rambler has solidly settled into that select group of adventures guaranteed to seduce any cyclist who truly hungers for the 

ultimate experience.


In many ways, the Rogue River Rambler is the southern companion to our Oregon Coast-to-Cascades Rambler. The marriage of the incomparable Oregon Coast with the rugged alpine setting of the Cascades is dramatic testimony to the fascination of Oregon. This combination is the essence of both Rambler tours.


In the Rogue, coast and Cascades are joined with an incredible ride along one of the West's great Wild and Scenic Rivers. We'll trace that river to and through the Rogue River Valley to its source in the high Cascades near Crater Lake. Along the way, we'll climb awesome Bearcamp Pass, one of the West's great alpine challenges.


The Rogue River Rambler assembles in Eugene, the vibrant site of the University of Oregon on the southern fringe of the Willamette Valley. Early-morning of Day 1, we'll climb the gentle Coastal Range to the west into the Siuslaw National Forest and trace the Smith River as it empties into the Pacific at Reedsport, where we'll spend the evening at the Salbasageon Inn.


From Reedsport, we'll ride the coast through the progression of state parks and sparkling beaches so characteristic of the Oregon shore. We'll spend the next evening on the ocean in Bandon at the Sunset Lodge and then continue south to Gold Beach at the mouth of the Rogue River. Following an overnight oceanside at the Gold Beach Resort, we'll then head inland along the Rogue into the heart of the Rogue River Forest. Near the village of Agness, we'll leave the Rogue for a memorable encounter with Bearcamp Pass; 16 miles and 4600 vertical feet and we've conquered the crest of the rugged Coastal Range. An incredible downhill is our reward and we'll rejoin the Rogue near Galice and continue on to Morrison's Lodge, where we'll spend the evening and dine outdoors on the deck overlooking this mighty river. 


On Day 5, we'll continue along the Rogue to Grants Pass and then traverse the rolling Rogue River Valley through historic Jacksonville to the fascinating town of Ashland, renowned for its annual Shakespearian Festival. We'll ride from Ashland early-morning of Day 6 and climb into the Cascades and an overnight at the Rocky Point Resort.


The next day's ride to Crater Lake is one that you won't forget. The climb to the brink of the caldera is challenging, yet ethereal. The slopes of what was once Mt. Mazama are not unlike those of the surrounding peaks, but what lies beyond the brink, in the bowels of the volcano, is singularly exceptional.


We'll spend two nights and a layover day at the newly-restored Crater Lake Lodge, the National Park Lodge situated on the lake itself. Among the activities available on the layover day are some outstanding hiking opportunities and a magnificent ride around the lake. A relaxing boat tour of the lake is another interesting option.


From Crater Lake, we'll spend much of our final day in a downhill plunge along the beautiful North Umpqua River toward Roseburg. We'll van shuttle back to Eugene late that final afternoon.

Total Mileage Ð 528

California Dreamin'

The rugged California Coast, with its roiling surf, hidden coves and magnificent beaches, the serene beauty of the Wine Country, and the unspoiled alpine grandeur of the mighty Sierras&#151;California Dreamin' is adventure cycling at its best.

Northern California&#151;that "other" California&#151;is the setting for California Dreamin' and we've planned an exciting series of adventures in this region for the season ahead. Classic California is the Wine Country and incomparable California coast, and so much more.

As for our High Sierra Adventure, without a doubt "adventure" is the operative concept for this remarkable 8-day program. 

Classic California

Date: (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat) June 18-24; Sept. 17-23

Assembly Point: Napa (airline, rail and bus service to San Francisco; Evans Airporter or optional Timberline van shuttle between airport and Napa prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,695 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, support van, leaders, tour maps & 

narratives) (optional Timberline van shuttle prior to and following tour&#151;$40)


What is the archetypal image most closely 

associated with the emergence of bicycle touring as a vacation concept? A strong case can be made for the scene depicting a group of carefree cyclists cruising along the softly rolling hills of California's Napa Valley in the context of a leisurely-paced tour of California's wine country.


This image is part of the reality of our Classic California tour. We'll explore one of the world's great wine producing regions with ample opportunity to tour many of the area's renowned wineries. We'll ride the rolling expanse of the Napa Valley and experience the serenity of the Alexander and Anderson Valleys to the north.


Classic California is so much more than the Wine Country. In the course of this 7-day adventure, we'll climb from the Alexander Valley beyond the Coastal Range and descend to the Pacific shoreline at Mendocino. We'll ride south along the Mendocino and Sonoma coasts to Bodega Bay. It is this marriage of Wine Country and coast that creates the extraordinary experience that is Classic California.


Classic California gathers in Napa and on Day 1, we'll ride the gentle Silverado Trail through the heart of Wine Country to St. Helena and Calistoga with an overnight at the historic Mount View Hotel.


We'll ride into the beautiful Alexander Valley on Day 2 and, following an overnight in Cloverdale, challenge California's Coastal Range as we head for the sea and Mendocino. We'll spend our next two nights at the Mendocino Hotel and a layover day in this lively coastal village that so aptly symbolizes the allure of California's northern coast.


On Days 5 and 6, we'll ride the spectacular coast the way it should be cycled&#151;with the prevailing wind at our back and surf almost always in view. Our evenings at the Gualala Country Inn and Tides Resort in Bodega Bay, with their oceanfront settings, are truly special. We'll then return to Napa where our tour concludes.

Total Mileage Ð 288 

High Sierra Adventure

Date: (8 days, 7 nights; Sun-Sun)  July 30-Aug. 6

Assembly Point: Truckee (airline, rail and bus service to Reno; Timberline van transfers between Reno and Truckee prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,695 (includes all lodging, breakfasts and dinners, support van, round-trip transfers between Reno and Truckee, leaders, tour maps & narratives)


So often, we are asked to distinguish our organization from others. Our response? Look no further than our High Sierra Adventure because this is a "one-of-a-kind" bicycle touring odyssey. Everyone knows the California Wine Country and so many of us offer a Wine Country program&#151;ours is Classic California. Only Timberline would dare to create an adventure like High Sierra!


High Sierra is High Adventure in its boldest expression. For years, the Alpine County Chamber of Commerce has sponsored its famed Death Ride, 120 miles and more than 16,000 feet of vertical in a single day's ride. We've long been drawn to the rugged Sierra passes that are the core of the Death Ride. Those mountains belong in a program that is predicated on the challenge and thrill of high-alpine adventure.


And so, Ebbetts and Monitor have joined "Timberline Country" that long has included the likes of Beartooth, Independence, Trail Ridge, Logan, Red Mountain, Slumgullion and so many others. But High Sierra extends well beyond Ebbetts and Monitor. Sonora Pass (9624'), perhaps the "mother" of all Sierra climbs, the Pacific Grade Summit and Luther Pass (twice) are some of the additional constituents that suggest High Sierra will become Timberline's ultimate alpine adventure.


Truckee, north of Tahoe, is our assembly point for High Sierra. We'll ride into Nevada on Day 1 through Incline Village and trace the eastern shore of Lake Tahoe as we head to South Lake Tahoe and our first overnight.


We'll leave the Tahoe Basin early-morning of Day 2 and climb moderately into the Toiyabe National Forest for our first encounter with Luther Pass (7740'), a mere warmup for what lies ahead. 

A quick descent and we're in Markleeville for lunch, and then it's on to magnificent Monitor Pass. Thirteen memorable miles and we're at Monitor's 8314-foot summit with its awesome vista overlooking the western fringe of Nevada's Great Basin.


We'll spend the evening at the Meadow Cliff Lodge in Coleville and then challenge awesome Sonora Pass the next morning. Our 27-mile climb to Sonora's summit (9624') is rewarded with a spectacular 14-mile downhill plunge to the Dardanelle Resort on the banks of the beautiful Stanislaus River.


The descent continues through much of Day 4 as we visit Sonora in the Sierra Foothills. An axiom in cycling, however, suggests that "whatever (or whomever) descends at some point must again ascend." And so, as Day 4 nears its conclusion, we'll once again turn eastward into the Sierras as we begin a long climb that ultimately will crest atop Ebbetts Pass.


We'll spend the night in Murphys at the historic Murphys Hotel and we'll be engaged for much of the following day in a steady, but moderate ascent through the Stanislaus Forest. Along the way, we'll visit Calaveras Big Trees State Park and continue on to the Bear Valley Ski Resort. The Bear Valley Lodge is "home" for the next two nights and a 

layover day that offers some extraordinary hiking and whitewater rafting options.


Our engagement with Ebbetts continues following the layover day. We'll ride to Lake Alpine and climb on to the Pacific Grade Summit (8050'). We'll lose 1,000 of those vertical feet in a rapid descent into Hermit Valley, but not for long. Another 5-mile climb and Ebbetts (8751') is ours. A long, beautiful descent along the Carson River leads to another lunch in Markleeville. It's then on to the Tahoe Basin, but not without a final visit to Luther Pass.


Our final overnight is a treat in the wooded setting of Richardson's Resort on the western shore of Tahoe. We'll trace Tahoe's magnificent shoreline for much of a leisurely-paced final day as we return to Truckee.

Total Mileage Ð 365

Off-Road Adventures

Katy Rails-to-Trails

Dates: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  

May 28-June 2; Oct 1-6

Assembly Point: Clinton, MO (airline service to Kansas City; Timberline van shuttle between Kansas City and Clinton prior to tour and from St. Charles to St. Louis following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, support van, leaders, transfers, tour maps and narratives)


We at Timberline long have fancied ourselves as mountain folk always eager to challenge the "gnarliest" terrain the West can offer. This past fall, in the context of a custom program with a Denver group, we discovered the Katy Trail, a 227-mile totally "non-gnarly" rails-to-trails corridor across the state of Missouri that provided us with one of the most thoroughly enjoyable fun-filled weeks of our entire season.


Without a doubt, Timberline is a latecomer to the Rails-to-Trails movement, but we are excited by its potential as we dramatically restructure our off-road program. Kettle Valley in southern British Columbia was our first rails-to-trails experience, and based on the response to that trip along with our trial run in Missouri, Katy Rails-to-Trails joins our program for the season ahead.


In 1986, the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad (always known as the Katy) ceased operation along its trans-Missouri route. After a protracted legal struggle, the Missouri Department of Natural Resources secured the abandoned right-of-way and created the Katy Trail State Park With the opening of the Clinton-Sedalia section this past year, the Katy ranks as the nation's longest rails-to-trails corridor.


Why do we find the Katy so exciting? Scenically, the trail traverses Missouri's most magnificent landscape. For much of its route, it follows the course of the Missouri River to its confluence with the Mississippi. Frequently, we are riding this basically hard-pack crushed limestone trail with the Missouri to the right and the rugged, towering limestone bluffs for which Missouri is famous on our left. At times, we are cycling through an arboreal wonderland, adorned by blossoming Dogwood in the spring and ablaze with color in the fall; other times we ride through the incomparably fertile bottomlands and beautiful vineyards of the Missouri wine country.


From the moment we begin our journey at the trail's western terminus in Clinton to the final moments at the landing in St. Charles, we are surrounded and immersed in the rich historical and cultural legacy of this region. Timberline's identity as an organization is predicated on western adventure as its sole focus. What could be more appropriate than an adventure in the "Gateway to the West"? The role of the Lewis & Clark expedition of 1804 was profound in the opening of the west. Katy Rails-to-Trails will trace the early stages of that expedition as it launched from St. Charles and followed the river across the Missouri Territory, ultimately to its headwaters in Montana.


The Katy also was a vital force in the opening of the west, and its rails were laid along the natural 

corridor that followed the course of the river. Early settlement followed the river and we'll experience the rich cultural legacy of those German immigrants.


Katy assembles in Clinton, about an hour's van shuttle southeast of Kansas City, and we'll ride to Sedalia, perennial site of the Missouri State Fair, on Day 1. We're headed to Boonville on Day 2 and our first rendezvous with the Missouri. We'll spend the night at the grand Rivercene B & B and enjoy an excellent dinner at the historic Katy Roundhouse.


Shortly after leaving Boonville early-morning of Day 3, we'll encounter the trail's only tunnel near Rocheport and then ride along the Missouri much of the way to Jefferson City. We'll overnight in the luxurious Capitol Plaza Hotel, situated within a short walk of the magnificent capitol grounds.


We're headed for Hermann and the wine country on Day 4 and we'll arrive early enough to tour the Hermanhoff and Stone Hill Wineries. We'll overnight at the Captain Woldt Inn, enjoy dinner at the Stone Hill Winery, and then it's on to Augusta the following morning and an opportunity to visit the famous Augusta Winery. Our final overnight is planned for the Augusta Wine Country Inn, and we'll ride into St. Charles by early afternoon of Day 6, where our program concludes.

Total Mileage Ð 227

Kettle Valley 

Rails-to-Trails

Date: (7 days, 6 nights; Sun-Sat)  July 9-15

Assembly Point: Kelowna, BC (airline service to Kelowna; Timberline van transfers to and from airport prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, all meals, support van, leaders, transfers, tour maps and narratives)


In 1885, the Canadian Pacific Railway completed the first Trans-Canada rail line that at last linked the Atlantic Maritime Provinces with British Columbia and the Pacific. The line crossed BC far to the north at Kicking Horse Pass, Revelstoke and Kamloops, leaving BC's southern interior virtually isolated. The discovery of silver near Nelson in 1887 prompted a furious race between the CPR and Great Northern Railroad to tap the vast mineral wealth of the Kootenays region. With the advance of the CPR main line to Midway, the Kettle Valley Railway became the means by which the CPR succeeded in 

traversing the rugged interior and thereby connecting with its western main line at Merritt. A Canadian route linking the Kootenays and Okanagan with the port of Vancouver had become a reality by May, 1915.


For the next generation, the Kettle Valley Railway was the lifeline for the southern interior, for this was a time when all freight, be it forest products, silver, coal or lead, and passengers moved by rail. A number of events conspired after World War II that led to the decline in usage of the railroad, culminating in 1990 when Canada's Transportation Agency authorized abandonment of the KVR and removal of all remaining tracks. 


As cyclists have learned, however, abandoned rail corridors offer incredible opportunities as recreational trails and the Kettle Valley Railway has become perhaps Canada's most eloquent articulation of that opportunity. The KVR and its connecting lines offer over 400 miles of predominantly off-road trails through the heart of one of North America's most scenically spectacular and diverse regions. The rugged mountainous terrain, wild rivers carving deep gorges, broad glacial valleys and vast glacially-created lakes&#151;all of the features that posed enormous engineering obstacles to be overcome in the construction of the KVR&#151;now collaborate in the creation of an extraordinary recreational opportunity.


The rails are gone but the trestles that span the deep gorges remain. The tunnels blasted through the seemingly impenetrable mountain barriers also remain&#151; all to be enjoyed at a cyclist's pace along a railbed that rarely exceeds the mandated, gentle 2.2% grade that could be safely negotiated by the steam engines of the past.


And so, in the season ahead, we at Timberline again are headed for British Columbia's beautiful Okanagan Valley. We'll focus on the Carmi and Osoyoos subdivisions that include the breathtaking Myra Canyon and lake country, and wine-producing vineyards of the Okanagan.


We'll assemble at Kelowna and van shuttle to Beaverdell early morning of Day 1, and enter the KVR right-of-way at the Beaverdell Station. We'll ride through the tiny village of Carmi to the McCulloch Lake Resort, where we'll spend our first evening. Early the following morning, we're off to Myra and the trestles and tunnels of magnificent Myra Canyon along what likely is the most spectacular section of the KVR. We're headed for Chute Lake and an overnight at the Chute Lake Resort.


We'll follow the descent of Chute Creek on Day 3 into the Okanagan Valley. We'll overnight at Penticton on the south shore of Okanagan Lake and then climb from the valley the following morning. We'll cross the spectacular bridge that spans Trout Creek Gorge on our short ride to Summerland, and arrive early enough to ride the historic steam-powered train between West Summerland Station and Prairie Valley. The views that we'll experience in the course of this train ride are 

quintessential Okanagan fantasies.


On Day 5, we'll return to the Okanagan and ride south of Penticton toward Okanagan Falls. We'll ride the shoreline of Skaha Lake and spend the evening along the lake in Kaleden at the Bear's Den. We're off to the wine country on Day 6 and we'll visit a number of the local wineries as we ride to Oliver for our final overnight. From Oliver, we'll ride to Osoyoos, the southern terminus of the KVR, and then return by van to Kelowna late afternoon where our program concludes.

Total Mileage Ð 165

Hiking Adventures

In the seven short years since we introduced our first "hiking only" program in the Grand Canyon, our Hiking Adventures category clearly has become the fastest growing component of our adventure series. That original program will be only one of 22 separate and 

distinct hiking adventures planned for 2000. We've also recrafted several of our established cycling tours by expanding those itineraries with dedicated 

hiking segments.

No less than four new hiking 

adventures join our program for the coming season. A major focal point for Timberline since our earliest days has been the magnificent national parks and monuments throughout the western U.S. and Canada. In 2000, we'll offer new adventures in Canyonlands, Arches, King's Canyon and Sequoia in the U.S. and we'll add Waterton and Kootenay National Parks to our Canadian Rocky Mountain Hiking Series.

At the heart of all of our hiking 

programs is the same spirit of adventure which has been the driving force for our entire program since our beginnings 18 years ago. We are committed in 

our hiking program to creating backcountry experiences that fall just short of actual extended backpacking trips. 

All hikes are inn-to-inn experiences and not camping, but, on occasion, we'll each carry whatever we may need for an overnight stay at a backcountry lodge accessible only by foot. Important components of several 

of our hikes are the exceptional 

opportunities to spend overnights at remote lodges like the Phantom Ranch on the floor of the Grand Canyon, Havasupai Lodge in the Supai village deep within Havasu Canyon and Shadow Lake Lodge in the Canadian Rockies. 

Southwest: Canyons and Color Country

Big Bend National Park

Dates: (6 days, 5 nights; Tues-Sun) March 26-31

Assembly Point: Big Bend N.P. (airline service to Midland, TX; Timberline van shuttle between Midland and Big Bend N.P. prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, all meals, full-day raft program, park entrance fees, van shuttle between Midland and Big Bend, leaders, trail maps & narratives)


If someone had suggested to us hard-core Coloradans in our early adventure outfitting days that we would be about to launch a program in Texas, at the very least we might have smiled and raised a collective eyebrow in disbelief. Merely a reflection of our relative parochial ignorance in those days and a reflection of how much we yet had to learn about this western land we call home. Clearly, we had yet to discover the wonders of Big Bend National Park.


Nestled in the southwest corner of Texas, not close enough to any major city to provide any meaningful clue as to its location, Big Bend requires a little scrutiny to understand its remote and wild character. The park is situated along a 107-mile stretch of the Rio Grande, including that point where the river turns sharply to the north (hence, its name, "Big Bend"). This section of the Rio Grande is protected as a Wild and Scenic River and the spectacular limestone gorges through which the river flows are among the astonishing, varied natural features contained within the park's boundaries. The vast Chihuahan Desert, extending northward from Mexico, dominates a considerable expanse of the park, but standing in stark contrast to the desert lowlands are the rugged, forested Chisos Mountains, whose peaks reach an elevation of 8,000'. Without a doubt, Big Bend offers some of the wildest and unspoiled land remaining in the "lower 48".


We've planned our inaugural Big Bend program for early spring&#151;-the absolute best time to visit this park. With an estimated 1100 plant species, 430 species of birds and a wide range of other wildlife, including gray fox, pronghorn antelope and mule deer, spring is an exciting season in this desert environment.


Although we'll spend all five nights at the Chisos Mountain Lodge, the only lodging facility within the park, we've structured this program in a manner that will provide the varied experiences that are the essence of Big Bend. We'll hike the high country of the Chisos, explore the erosional landscapes of the Window, the Chihuahan Desert environment and the breathtaking gorges carved by the Rio Grande. A full-day's raft journey on the Rio Grande through spectacular Santa Elena Canyon is another dramatic feature of this program.


We'll assemble at the Chisos Mountain Lodge late afternoon of Day 1 (we'll provide a van shuttle from the Midland Airport to the park earlier that afternoon). Early the following morning, we'll hike from the lodge into the Chisos as we head for the South Rim on what generally is recognized as the quintessential hike in Texas. The views along the trail of much of the Big Bend country extending into Mexico are unsurpassed (12.5 miles).


We'll head south on Day 3 for a relatively 

moderate hike to Mule Peaks along a trail that 

showcases the beauty of the Chihuahan Desert in bloom. We'll climb to a ridge overlooking the 

broad Smokey Creek Valley and the peaks of the Sierra Quemada to the south (7 miles).


Days 4 and 5 are dedicated to the Rio Grande and its spectacular canyons. On Day 4, we'll challenge the awesome Marufo Vega Trail as it winds through the Dead Horse Mountains to the rim of Boquillas Canyon overlooking the Rio Grande 1,000 feet below. We'll descend to the river itself before returning to our trailhead (14 miles).


On Day 5, we'll team with Texas River Expeditions for a thrilling full-day whitewater adventure on the Rio Grande as it twists through the Santa Elena Gorge. The sheer limestone walls that line the gorge soar 1,500 feet above the river.


Following our final overnight at the Chisos Lodge, we'll hike leisurely along the Window Trail to the Window itself and capture a sense of the geological diversity of Big Bend, including its volcanic origins 

(5 miles). We'll then van shuttle back to Midland where our program concludes late afternoon.

Grand Canyon/

Havasupai

Dates: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri) April 9-14; Oct. 15-20

Assembly Point: Grand Canyon Village (airline, rail and bus service to Flagstaff; Timberline van shuttle between Flagstaff and the South Rim prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, park entrance fees, van shuttles, leaders, trail maps & narratives)


Early on during our embryonic years when Timberline was primarily a bicycle touring organization, we proclaimed that "you've never seen the West until you've done so by bicycle." But if we learned anything form our first hike into the Grand Canyon as part of a biker/hiker 15 years ago, the only way to experience the Grand Canyon is by foot. For sure, one can float the Canyon on the Colorado, or lumber to the river's edge on the back of a mule, but the reality is &#151; if you really want to see and feel the Canyon &#151; Hike IT! 


Our Grand Canyon/Havasupai Hike assembles at the Grand Canyon Village on the South Rim (we'll provide shuttle service from Flagstaff to the Canyon mid-afternoon of Day 1). Following an evening at the Maswik Lodge on the rim, we'll shuttle to the South Kaibab trailhead early the next morning and begin our 8-mile, 4,800-foot descent to the floor of the Canyon.


The variety within the Canyon is overwhelming. The land forms, the colors, the spectacular vistas, that first sighting of the Colorado&#151;every switchback along the trail is its own visual and sensual adventure. We'll descend from the pine forests at the Rim through the desert scrub of the Tonto Plateau to the Colorado at the base of the Canyon.


We'll spend the evening at the Phantom Ranch and greet the rising sun as we begin our ascent up the Bright Angel Trail, a longer but more gentle experience than our descent into the Canyon (10 miles).


Another night on the South Rim at Maswik and an awesome dinner at El Tovar precedes a van shuttle from the village to the Havasu Canyon trailhead at the Hualapai Hilltop. An 8-mile trek into Havasu Canyon leads to Supai Village on the Havasupai Indian Reservation, and we'll spend our first of two nights at the Havasupai Lodge. The magnificent waterfalls of Havasu provide the adventure for Day 5. We'll hike from the lodge along Havasu Creek, first to Supai and Navajo Falls, and then on to Havasu Falls with its drop of nearly 100 feet. Another mile downstream, we'll visit legendary Mooney Falls, where the waters of Havasu plunge 196 feet in a dramatic descent to the Colorado.


A final evening at the Havasupai Lodge precedes our hike from the canyon and return to Flagstaff.

Grand Canyon: 

Rim-to-River-to-Rim

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri &#151; except May 16 date) 

May 16-21; May 28-June 2; Sept. 17-22

Assembly Point: Flagstaff (airline, rail and bus service to Flagstaff; Timberline van shuttle from Flagstaff to North Rim prior to tour and return to Flagstaff following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, park entrance fees, van shuttles from Flagstaff to North Rim prior to tour and return to Flagstaff, leaders, trail maps & narratives)


If you've ever wondered whether we at Timberline ever lose any of our enthusiasm for adventure over the years, rest assured we never do. We're forever looking for the new and extraordinary experience and we never run short of ideas. But every now and then, a program comes together that really spikes our pulse.


Rim-to-River-to-Rim, since its inception three 

seasons ago, has always been that kind of experience. We truly believe that, if you're a hiker to your core, at some time in your life you need to hike the canyon from rim-to-river-to-rim.


The Grand Canyon has been a part of the Timberline experience for the past 14 years. We've cycled to the rims, hiked deep within the Canyon from both rims and gone beyond to the River and Phantom Ranch several times each season. But, without a doubt, the adventure of hiking from rim to rim is the best!


Rim-to-River-to-Rim will assemble in Flagstaff mid-morning of Day 1 and we'll shuttle to the North Rim, arriving early enough for a leisurely walk along the Rim. We'll overnight at the Grand Front Lodge and then begin our long descent into the canyon the following morning, following Bright Angel Creek as it tumbles toward the Colorado. By the time we reach the Phantom Ranch, our destination for the evening, we will have descended almost 6300 feet over 14 miles through five distinct life zones to the canyon floor.


Breakfast precedes daybreak&#151;a Phantom Ranch tradition&#151;and we'll be crossing over the Colorado as the sun begins to rise above the canyon walls. We'll 

follow the Bright Angel Trail as it climbs from the river beyond the Inner Canyon to Indian Gardens, and onward and upward to the South Rim (10 miles). We'll spend the evening at the Maswik Lodge on the Rim and celebrate over dinner at magnificent El Tovar.


We've altered the second portion of Rim-to-River for the coming season. We're going to Havasu as we do with Grand Canyon/Havasupai, rather than Sedona. Sedona is great, but it's ordinary; Havasu Canyon is truly extraordinary. Early morning of Day 4 (but, we promise, not as early as our departure from Phantom the previous morning), we'll van shuttle from the Grand Canyon Village to the Hualapai Hilltop, the Havasu trailhead. An 8-mile trek into Havasu leads to Supai Village, tribal center of the Havasupai Nation, and we'll spend our first of two nights at the Havasupai Lodge.


The magnificent waterfalls of Havasu provide the adventure for Day 5. We'll hike from the lodge along Havasu Creek, first to Supai and Navajo Falls and then to Havasu and Mooney, with their spectacular drops of 100' and 196' respectively, as the creek plunges toward the Colorado (6 miles). Following a final evening at the Havasupai Lodge, we'll hike from the canyon and return to Flagstaff.

Canyonlands/Arches

Dates: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri) 

April 23-28; Oct 22-27

Assembly Point: Moab, UT (airline service to Salt Lake City; Timberline van shuttle between Salt Lake City and Moab prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, park entrance fees, van shuttles, leaders, trail maps 

& narratives)


Moab, Utah&#151;mountain biking mecca of global proportions! That's the image most commonly associated with Moab. Timberline, in fact, has been staging a wide range of mountain bike activities in the region well before it became fashionable to do so. At long last, for the season ahead, we'll introduce our first hiking program in Canyonlands and Arches National Parks.


Perhaps Canyonlands, of all of the five national parks within the state of Utah, offers the grandest array of geologic and geographic phenomena that define Utah. Within the park's vast expanse are two of the west's great rivers&#151;the Colorado and Green, gaping canyons, open desert and towering mesas covered with stands of pinyon and juniper, natural arches, spires and towers, and miles and miles of colorful slickrock.


The vibrant town of Moab will be our base for this program and we'll spend all five nights at the Moab Valley Inn. We'll also vary content seasonally; in the spring, we'll spend a day rafting the Colorado when the winter snowmelt creates whitewater excitement. In the fall, when the river is placid, we'll use that day to hike into the La Sals to experience the spectacular color change in the aspen groves at the higher elevations.


We'll assemble in Moab late-afternoon of Day 1 and head for the Island-in-the-Sky district of Canyonlands early the following morning. We'll hike the Lathrop Trail, which among all the park's trails, offers the most expansive vistas with a sampling of so much of the variety that characterizes the Island area. The trail traverses the grasslands of Gray's Pasture and then climbs to the mesa rim for views of the Colorado, The Needles and the snowclad peaks of the La Sals (11 miles)


Our focus on Day 3 is the Syncline Loop Trail as it encircles Upheaval Dome and then descends through Upheaval Canyon to the Green River Overlook (8 miles). We'll change pace on Day 4; in the spring, we'll raft the Colorado above Moab, and in the fall, we'll experience the brilliant color change of the aspens in the La Sals.


Early morning of Day 5, we're off for The Needles, a vast wild region of the park, laced with serpentine canyons and towering spires of pink sandstone. Our goal is the breathtaking overlook of the confluence of the Colorado and Green Rivers and the awesome 1000'-deep gorges these great rivers have carved through the rugged Colorado Plateau landscape (12 miles).


We'll spend our final day in Arches National Park and hike the relatively short trails to several of the park's prominent features, including Delicate and Double Arches, and The Windows (6 miles).

Capitol Reef and 

The Grand Staircase

Dates: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri) May 7-12; Oct. 1-6

Assembly Point: Torrey, UT (airline service to Salt Lake City; Timberline van shuttle to and from Salt Lake airport prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, park entrance fees, van shuttles to and from Salt Lake airport, leaders, trail maps & narratives)


Of all the hiking programs that we have crafted in the course of the seven years since we launched our first Grand Canyon Hike, none has posed a greater challenge as to content than our Capitol Reef and the Grand Staircase adventure. Our other Colorado Plateau hikes&#151;the Grand Canyon series and Bryce/Zion&#151;provided well-delineated parameters within which to structure a program. In contrast, the vast expanse of the Grand Staircase/Escalante National Monument is daunting, to say the least. The choices that we have made for the hikes that will constitute this program will always be subject to the inevitable: "But what about the...trail-why was that not included?"


For the season ahead, and for all future seasons, know that our Grand Staircase program will always be a work in progress. With the inclusion of Capitol Reef National Park because of its geographical proximity and geological affinity with the Grand Staircase, the hiking options are without limits. It's our intention to vary the composition of this program each year.


Creation of the Grand Staircase/Escalante, our newest national monument, in 1996 has provided a partial cloak of protection (falling well short of wilderness designation protection) over some of our nation's most precious remaining wildlands in an area that has represented the quintessential battleground between developers and environmentalists.


Our program assembles in Torrey, UT, at the western entrance to Capitol Reef, and we'll provide van shuttle transportation from the Salt Lake City airport at noon on Day 1. We'll arrive at the Capitol Reef Resort early enough to visit the Visitors Center within the park and stretch our legs with a short hike along the Fremont River Trail that rises above the river for an outstanding view of the Fruita orchards and several of the park's prominent formations.


Following our first of two overnights at the Capitol Reef Resort, we'll hike to Cohab Canyon, climbing initially to a grand overlook of the Fremont River Canyon and then descending into the narrows of Cohab with its soaring sandstone walls. We'll continue on to Cassidy Arch and through the Grand Wash (10 miles). 


The Rim Overlook Trail is our focus for Day 3. We'll climb from the Fremont River, initially to Hickman Natural Bridge and then well beyond as we ascend the massive sandstone formations to Navajo Bridge and then well beyond as we ascend the massive sandstone formations to Navajo Knobs, some 2000 feet above the valley floor. The views from the Knobs, in a word, are incredible (10 miles).


We'll van shuttle from Capitol Reef late in the afternoon to Boulder and spend the next two evenings at Pole's Place. We're headed for the Burr Trail on Day 4 and a full day's exploration of the intriguing Waterpocket Fold. We'll hike Lower Muley Twist Canyon and then climb from the canyon to the crest of the Fold with its incredible views of the Fold and the high peaks of the Henry Mountains to the east (10 miles).


On Day 5, we'll travel west into the Escalante to experience the remarkable slot canyon hiking for which this region is famous. We'll spend much of the day in the Dry fork of Coyote Gulch, scrambling, and we do mean scrambling, through slots aptly named "Spooky" and "Peekaboo."


We'll spend our final overnight at the Prospector Lodge in Escalante and hike to beautiful Calf Creek Falls (6 miles) prior to our return to Salt Lake.

Bryce/Zion

Dates: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)

June 11-16; Oct. 8-13

Assembly Point: Bryce Canyon (airline service to Las Vegas; Timberline van shuttle between Las Vegas and Bryce prior to tour and from Zion to Las Vegas following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, park entrance fees, van shuttles, leaders, trail maps and narratives) 


Southern Utah is a geologic fantasyland that offers some of the most fascinating and breathtakingly beautiful landscapes to be found on this planet. Nowhere is nature's workshop so dramatically displayed, where time is inconsequential and the artistry will always be a work in progress.


Thankfully, much of nature's handiwork in the region lies within the protective confines of a series of national parks and monuments that are remarkably accessible for those ambitious enough to set forth on foot to explore their wonders. We'll explore the heart of Utah's "color country" in the context of our Bryce/Zion Hike.


Our program assembles mid-afternoon at Bryce Canyon with time for at least an introduction to Bryce. We'll tour several of the overlooks along the Rim Trail and watch the sun set from Sunset Point. We'll spend our first of two evenings at Bryce and then begin our trek into the canyon along the Queen's Garden trail complex early the following morning. 


Early into this hike, you'll understand that those who view Bryce only from the rim overlooks are without a clue as to what Bryce is all about. Each bend in the trail reveals a view more spectacular than the last. The towering hoodoos and natural bridges are everywhere. Before we're finished, we will have done not only Queen's Garden, but also the entire Navajo and Peekaboo loops (9 miles).


We'll hike the Fairyland Loop (8 miles) on Day 3 and then head to Zion where we'll spend the next three days and nights.


Without a doubt, Zion is a hiker's fantasy with a large and varied selection of trails that will captivate the imagination of participants of all levels. On Day 4, we're headed for the Kolob Terraces region in the remote northwest corner of Zion. We'll descend from Lee Pass along Timber Creek to the falls of the La Verkin River, and then follow the river to Kolob Arch, the world's largest free-standing arch (14 miles).


On day 5, we'll climb from the floor of Zion Canyon through Echo Canyon to awesome Observation Point, the highest accessible promontory in Zion. The views from Observation Point are incredible. Far below, the Virgin River winds through Zion Canyon towards its ultimate rendezvous with the Colorado; massive sandstone temples line the Virgin corridor. From our vantage point, we look down on famed Angel's Landing with its swarms of hikers (8 miles).


Weather and season will dictate our hiking choice on our final day. In the Spring, when the river runs high and fast, we'll hike Angel's Landing and Emerald Pools. In the Fall, when the Virgin is at its lowest, we'll wade through the river into the Narrows of Zion Canyon, whose 100-foot walls create a spectacular corridor through which the Virgin flows.

High Sierras

Yosemite

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  

June 25-30; Sept. 10-15

Assembly Point: Yosemite N.P. (airline service to Fresno; Timberline van shuttle between Fresno and Yosemite prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, 

park entrance fees, leaders, van shuttles between Fresno and Yosemite, trail maps & narratives)


As an organization whose emphasis has always included the national parks of the U.S. and Canada, we've struggled with our long-standing exclusion of Yosemite as a destination. As cyclists, we've often looked at Yosemite's potential and each time concluded that the limited cycling options and substantial vehicular traffic in the valley were negatives that could not be overlooked. As hiking has matured as a major component of our program, we now have a forum within which to build a Timberline-style Yosemite adventure. Last 

season, Yosemite became a part of our hiking program.


The reality of Yosemite is that of its approximate 750,000 acres, or 1200 square miles, over 90 percent of its area is protected wilderness and the vast majority of visitors never venture more than a mile from their vehicles. As we've learned from our years of hiking in Yellowstone, five minutes out of the trailhead parking area and we well may not see another person on our trail until we return to the trailhead at day's end.


And so, in the season ahead, we'll again explore the wonders of Yosemite, its giant sequoias, dramatic waterfalls, deep glacier-carved canyons, snowclad Sierra peaks and magnificent domes. As is the case with so many of our programs where the hiking opportunities are essentially without limits, we'll always struggle with the decisions as to which hikes to select for a 6-day program. Our goal has been to include those trails that are reasonably athletic, non-technical day hikes, and that best reflect the variety and scenic fascination that is Yosemite.


Our program assembles in Lee Vining, on the shores of Mono Lake near the Tioga Pass entrance to Yosemite late-afternoon of Day 1 and we'll provide a van shuttle to that location from the Fresno airport. We'll spend our first of two nights at Murphy's lodge in Lee Vining and devote our first two hikes to the Tuolumne Meadows region of the park. Early morning of Day 2, we'll shuttle to Tuolumne Meadows and hike along the beautiful Tuolumne River to Tuolumne Falls. We'll descend from the falls along the river and enjoy a picnic on the rocks at the river's edge just below the Falls and then return to our trailhead (12 miles). After a second overnight in Lee Vining, we'll hike from Dana Meadows to historic Mono Pass with its great alpine views of the Sierra crest and Blood Canyon, as well as the high desert region east of the Sierra (8 miles). Following our Mono Pass experience, we're headed for the valley, where we'll spend our next two overnights at the Yosemite Lodge.


On Day 4, we're headed for what well may be the park's most spectacular viewpoint as we challenge the Clouds Rest Trail that ultimately will lead to the Clouds Rest summit. Mono Pass is substantially higher than better-known Half Dome, safer to climb without the terrifying drop-offs for which Half Dome is famous, and, most importantly, far less crowded with significantly better views of the park (14 miles). 


The Vernal/Nevada Falls Loop, considered to be among the park's most scenic hikes, is our plan for Day 5. We'll begin our hike from Glacier Point along the dramatic Panorama Trail with countless breathtaking views of the massive monoliths&#151;Half Dome, Liberty Cap, and Clouds Rest&#151;for which Yosemite is famous. Early on, we'll also capture the breathtaking views of Nevada and Vernal Falls and later, as we approach Panorama Point, we'll see awesome Yosemite Falls in the distance. We'll visit Illilouette Falls initially, climb to Panorama Point and then descend to the Merced River at the very brink of Nevada Fall. We'll return to Glacier Point and head to the historic Wawona Lodge at the southern end of the park for our final overnight (10 miles). 


The magnificent giant sequoias of the Mariposa Grove will be our focus for our final day, prior to our mid-afternoon return to Fresno (5 miles). 

Sequoia/Kings Canyon

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  Sept. 3-8

Assembly Point: Wuksachi Lodge/Sequoia (airline service to Fresno; Timberline van shuttle to and from Fresno prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, park entrance fees, van shuttles to and from Fresno, leaders, trail maps & narratives)


Sequoia and Kings Canyon, the twin national parks situated at the southern extremity of California's Sierra Nevada Range, define the concept of diversity. The extreme contrasts in climate, topography and vegetation expressed in this region are astounding. Consider the rise in elevation from 1,700 feet at park headquarters at Ash Mountain to the summit of Mt. Whitney at 14,495' on Sequoia's eastern fringe, and then contemplate how that differential impacts the ecology of the parks. Rarely does snow fall in the foothills near the western entrance, nor does the snow ever completely melt in the park's higher reaches. Spring flowers bloom from January through October.


Sequoia contains the highest peak in the "lower 48"&#151;Mt. Whitney at 14,495', and the deepest canyon&#151;Kings Canyon (8200'), and, yes, deeper than even the Grand Canyon. And, of course, there are the mighty sequoias, the largest living things on Earth. 

Reason enough for Timberline to add Sequoia/Kings Canyon to its adventure hiking program.


Our program assembles at the new Wuksachi Lodge in Sequoia mid-afternoon of Day 1, and we'll provide a van shuttle from the Fresno airport at noon. We'll arrive early enough to walk the 2-mile Congress Trail Loop for close-up views of some of the world's great sequoias&#151;the House and Senate group, the President, Chief Sequoyah, and the greatest of all sequoias, the General Sherman, considered the world's largest living thing. We'll spend all five overnights at the ideally situated Wuksachi Lodge.


Early morning of Day 2, we'll challenge one of the great trails in the parks. We're headed for the 11,204' summit of Alta Peak on this day in the context of a 12-mile round trip trek that offers some of the finest alpine vistas in the Sierras. From Alta's summit, we'll see the towering peaks of the Mt. Goddard region to the north and those of the Great Western Divide rising out of Mineral King to the south. Most importantly, Whitney's crest dominates the eastern horizon.


We'll return to the alpine zone again on Day 3 along the Lakes Trail to Lake Heather at 9300'. Along the way, we'll hike to the awesome Watchtower vista with its grand views of the Kaweah River and Takopah Valley (8.5 miles).


On Day 4, we're headed for Mineral King and the beautiful Monarch Lakes nestled at the base of Sawtooth Peak. We'll climb beyond the lakes to Sawtooth Pass for one of the grandest views in the southern Sierras (11 miles). 


Early morning of Day 5, we're off to Kings Canyon and an exciting trek into the northern reaches of the park's backcountry. From our vantage point some 2,800 feet above the trailhead, we'll be treated to the awesome panoramic views of Kings and Bubbs Creek Canyons, along with Zumwalt Meadow. We've earned a day of leisure, and we'll spend our final day walking among the giant sequoias of Redwood Canyon, the largest of all sequoia groves (6 miles). 

Pacific Northwest

North Cascades

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  July 16-21; Sept. 10-15

Assembly Point: Seattle (airline, rail and bus service 

to Seattle; Timberline van shuttles to and from 

transportation terminals prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, all meals, all van shuttles, leaders, trail maps and narratives)


Some of the West's most rugged, dramatically sculpted, high-alpine terrain lies within the parameters of the Cascade Range that stretches from British Columbia southward into northern California. Glaciation claims a major share of the credit for the rugged character of the North Cascades and remains an active force today. Of the approximate 1,100 active glaciers found in the "lower 48", more than 750 are located in the North Cascades.


The region is also marked by incredible diversity. The west-facing slopes receive abundant precipitation from the Pacific and are heavily forested. The eastern, or leeward slopes, lie within the Cascades rainshadow where sunshine is prevalent, rainfall infrequent and vegetation sparse.


Our North Cascades Hike will emphasize the diverse experiences that are so prominent in the region. We'll explore the heavily-forested windward slopes early in the program and again on our final day, and the drier leeward region of the eastern slope and Methow Valley.


We'll meet in Seattle early-afternoon of Day 1 and shuttle north and east to Marblemount in the Cascade foothills. We'll spend the evening at Clark's Skagit River Resort and then van shuttle the following morning along the Cascade River to the Cascade Pass trailhead. From the trailhead, we'll begin to climb gently through no less than 33 switchbacks to the crest of Cascade Pass at 5400«. The views along the way are remarkable as we traverse flower-filled meadows and cross countless sparkling streams. Dominating the landscape at the summit is Johannesburg Peak with its spectacular hanging glacier (7 miles). Late that afternoon, we'll van across the Cascades to Winthrop and spend our next two evenings at the elegant Sun Mountain Inn.


Early on Day 3, we'll shuttle along the Twisp River to the Twisp Pass trailhead. We're headed to Twisp Pass on the boundary of North Cascades National Park, a 2,400« climb in five miles. A short distance beyond and above Twisp Pass lies the Stiletto Vista with its awesome views of Stiletto Peak, Early Winters Spires and several of the other dominating North Cascades peaks (11 miles).


We'll spend a second evening at Sun Mountain and then head for Goat Peak early-morning of Day 4. The Goat Peak hike is a moderate challenge with about 1,500 feet of elevation gain in the course of the 7-mile round-trip trek. The view from the lookout at the summit is spectacular with a commanding vista of the Methow Valley, beautiful Silver Star and North Gardner Peaks, and the high ridges of the Pasayten Wilderness to the north.


We'll move over to the Mazama Country Inn for the next two evenings. On Day 5, we're headed for timberline and beyond on our way to Grasshopper Pass. Following a shuttle to Hart's Pass, we'll climb above timberline early into this 11-mile day, and we'll remain above the treeline with magnificent views of the surrounding high peaks the entire way to the Grasshopper summit.


We're headed west over Washington and Rainy Passes toward the Pacific on our final day, but our adventure is far from complete. Just to the west of Marblemount, we'll turn to the north for one final climb&#151;this time to the summit of Sauk Mountain and an unbelievable 360-degree panoramic view of the Cascades to the east, Mt. Baker to the north, the Pacific to the west, and, on a reasonably clear day, Rainier to the south (7 miles). Late-afternoon, we'll return to Seattle.

Sun Valley/

Sawtooths of Idaho

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  July 30-Aug. 4

Assembly Point: Ketchum/Sun Valley (airline to Boise; Timberline van shuttle between Boise and Sun Valley prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, all meals, raft trip, van shuttles between Boise and Sun Valley prior to and following tour, leaders, tour maps & narratives)


Idaho, among the last of the "lower 48" to be 

settled and granted statehood, today remains one of the last true reminders of the pristine beauty of the West as it must have appeared to those earliest 

settlers. Vast regions of Idaho today remain wild, undeveloped and inaccessible, and the state ranks second only to Alaska in the amount of totally 

undeveloped land.


Among the many magnificent mountain ranges that dominate Idaho's geography, perhaps none can match the rugged Sawtooths for sheer scenic splendor. Much of the range is embraced within the 2.1-million acre Sawtooth National Forest and its recreational importance is recognized and protected within the Sawtooth National Recreation Area.


The beautiful Sawtooths will be the focus of our Idaho Hike, which will assemble in the world-famous ski resort of Sun Valley. We'll spend our first and final nights in Sun Valley at the Tyrolean Lodge 

with ample opportunity to enjoy the excitement of the area as well as our lodge's inviting outdoor swimming pool.


Early-morning of Day 2, we'll head north toward the "tooths" over Galena Summit and beyond the headwaters of the Salmon River. We're headed for Alturas Lake, second largest in the Sawtooths, and we'll hike above the lake along Cabin Creek to a series of high lakes from which the creek flows.


Later that afternoon, we'll shuttle to the mountain village of Stanley on the banks of the Salmon, and we'll spend our next three nights at the Mountain Village Lodge. An early breakfast on Day 3 and we'll then board the shuttle boat at Redfish Lake for a quick trip across the lake to our next trailhead. We'll hike from the shoreline through Redfish Lake Creek Canyon to Alpine Lake. Beyond the lake, we'll cross a meadow riotous with wildflowers; another 720 feet of elevation and we're standing atop spectacular Baron Divide, near timberline at 9160'. The view from the divide is breathtaking with wild Baron Creek Canyon and Baron Lakes below and Big Baron Spire on the western horizon (13 miles).


The town of Stanley and the wild Salmon River are the focus for some of the world's best whitewater adventure. And so, we'll give the weary legs a well-deserved rest on Day 4 as we "float" the Salmon in the context of a full-day whitewater journey.


Our plan for Day 5 is an engagement with the most renowned of Idaho's backcountry lakes, incomparably beautiful Sawtooth Lake. We'll hike initially among the lodgepole pine along Iron Creek to Alpine Lake, which in reality is sub-alpine and largely surrounded by fir except for its magnificent view of massive Alpine Peak to the south. We'll switchback beyond Alpine Lake above the trees as we head for Sawtooth. Our first view of Sawtooth is one never to be forgotten as it mirrors the image of towering, snowcapped Mt. Regan hovering above (10 miles).


We're headed back to Sun Valley for a final evening at the Tyrolean Lodge. One final climb the next morning to Pioneer Cabin for a commanding view of the Pioneer Mountains east of Sun Valley offers a dramatic conclusion to our adventure (7 miles).

Alaska: The Kenai

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  Aug. 13-18

Assembly Point: Girdwood (airline service to Anchorage; Timberline van transfers prior to and 

following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,595 (includes all lodging, all meals, van shuttles, Kenai Fjord boat cruise, park entrance fees, leaders, trail maps & narratives)


Alaska, perhaps more than any other region in North America, is cloaked in a mystical aura that ignites the imagination. To some extent, that aura obviously is the product of Alaska's incredible, incomparable natural beauty. Its mountains, glaciers, coastline and wilderness are without equal. 


Arguably, though, without in any way diminishing its physical magnificence, Alaska's irresistible attraction is that it symbolizes the "Final Frontier," a last oppor-

tunity to experience the wilderness in its most pristine, unspoiled expression. Alaska still promises the opportunity to see a bear scramble through the brush of a mountain valley or to sit in a kayak and watch a massive glacier calve ice off its face into the fjords below. 


Our Alaska Hike assembles in Girdwood near Anchorage mid-afternoon of Day 1 (we'll provide van transportation from Anchorage earlier in the day) and we'll spend our first of two overnights at Aleyeska Accommodations. The Winner Creek Trail is planned for our first hike as we explore the historic Iditarod Trail that provided access to the gold fields near Crow Pass during the early years of the 20th century. We'll continue to climb moderately along the upper reaches of the creek to the picturesque falls of Winner Creek Gorge (6 miles).


Early morning of Day 2, we're headed for the historic Iditarod Trail as we climb towards Crow Pass. Along the way, we'll pass the remains of the Monarch Mine, a hardrock gold mine that ceased operations in 1948. Nearby Crystal Lake lies nestled beneath a steep mountain wall and then its on to the Raven Glacier overlook before descending to the trailhead.


We'll spend a second evening at Aleyeska and then head out along the Course Creek Trail the following morning with its startling views of Right and Wrong Mountains. We'll continue on to Crescent Lake and then return to our trailhead and a late afternoon shuttle to Seward, where we'll spend our final three overnights at the Windsong Lodge (14 miles).


Lost Lake is our goal for Day 4 as we climb moderately along Box Canyon Creek. The snowclad Resurrection Peaks hover above our trail as we approach the lake. Spectacular views of the Kenai Mountains and Resurrection Bay are added features of this exciting hike (14 miles).


A change of pace is planned for Day 5. Seward is the gateway to Kenai Fjords National Park and we'll explore this extraordinary treasure in the context of a boat cruise. The glacier-laced fjords offer an exceptional wildlife opportunity that, with a little luck, can include whale sightings.


Our visit to Kenai Fjords Park continues on our final day. We'll hike the Harding Trail along Exit Glacier to the Harding Icefield, one of the largest icefields in North America (7 miles). The icefield is 35 miles long and 20 miles wide, and is the source of the glaciers of Kenai Fjords. Following our visit to the Icefield, we'll van shuttle back to Anchorage.

Canadian Rocky Mountain Series

Waterton/Kananaskis Country

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  July 16-21

Assembly Point: Waterton Townsite, Alberta (airline 

service to Calgary; Timberline van shuttle between Calgary and Waterton prior to tour and from Kananaskis to Calgary following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, all meals, park entrance fees, van shuttles to and from Calgary airport, leaders, trail maps & narratives) 


Our new Waterton/Kananaskis Country Hike is not really a new program. Timberline has been hiking extensively in this region for years. Waterton has been a part of our Glacier cycling and hiking programs&#151;in other words, we've always looked for any pretext to hike Crypt Lake at least once each season. Kananaskis, too, formerly was a part of our Banff Park Hike, but both geographically and geologically, it more comfortably meshes with Waterton.


We'll provide a van shuttle between Calgary and Waterton at noon on Day 1 and arrive early enough to explore the Waterton townsite. We'll spend our first overnights at the Lodge at Waterton and then head for Cameron Lake well above the village early the following morning. We'll hike along the Cameron lakeshore, climb gently to Summit Lake, and then more seriously as we emerge from the trees on our approach to the rugged crest of Carthew Ridge. The views of the snowclad summits of Mt. Alderson and Carthew are magnificent as we begin our descent to Alderson Lake, Cameron Falls and ultimately back to the townsite (12 miles).


Early morning of Day 3, we'll shuttle from the townsite up to Red Rock Canyon and the Blakiston Trailhead. We'll hike initially to Blakiston Falls and begin to climb moderately above the Blakiston Creek Gorge. Our goal is the above-timberline summit of South Kootenai Pass at 7000', with its great views of Kishinena Ridge and Kenow Mountain (14 miles).


Our final hike in Waterton&#151;Crypt Lake&#151;is considered by many to be the finest dayhike in all of the Canadian Rockies. We'll travel across Waterton Lake by boat and immediately begin a steady ascent above the lake. We'll pass Twin Falls, emerge from the trees and enjoy magnificent open vistas all the way to Crypt Lake. The final approach to the lake is memorable and includes a scramble through a tunnel and beyond to the glacial amphitheater in which the lake is nestled (11 miles).


Following a final overnight in Waterton, we'll van shuttle north to Kananaskis Country and the Galatea Creek Trailhead. From the trailhead, we'll cross the Kananaskis River on the new suspension bridge and trace the downward plunge of Galatea Creak as we climb to Lillian Lake. We'll continue above Lillian to timberline and beyond to the beautiful Upper Galatea Lakes, set in a cirque with the awesome Tower as a backdrop (8 miles).


We'll spend the evening at the Kananaskis Inn in the village and return to the Galatea Creek Trailhead on our final day for a leisurely hike along the Kananaskis River to Ribbon Creek. We'll hike back to the village, where our program concludes (6 miles).

Banff Park/Kootenay

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  July 30-Aug. 4

Assembly Point: Lake Louise (airline service to Calgary; bus or Timberline van shuttle between Calgary airport and Lake Louise prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, all meals, park entrance fees, van shuttles between Calgary and Lake Louise, leaders, trail maps & narratives) 


Banff Park/Kootenay assembles in Lake Louise mid-afternoon at Deer Lodge, perched high atop the village near the lake, and we'll hike leisurely to Agnes Teahouse before dinner. Our next day's hike begins at nearby Moraine Lake trailhead and we'll trek through the flowering meadows of beautiful Larch Valley surrounded by the spectacular spires of the Ten Peaks that hover above the valley, to the awesome switchbacks leading to majestic Sentinel Pass. We'll then descend through Paradise Valley to conclude this 11-mile loop. 


Our hike for Day 3 is a backcountry adventure you won't soon forget. We'll van shuttle to the summit of Vermillion Pass near the Continental Divide and beyond to the Vista Lake trailhead. An immediate descent to Vista Lake is followed, as you might guess, with an ascent to beautiful Arnica Lake, named for the abundant yellow blooms that surround its shores. Our trail leads to the picturesque Twin Lakes and then climbs to the tundra at timberline astride Gibbons Pass. A rapid descent and we're at magnificent Shadow Lake Lodge, a backcountry jewel in the heart of Banff National Park (9 miles).


Painful though it may sound, an incredible reward awaits those hardy souls willing to leave the delicious warmth of down-quilted beds at sunrise and hike the 1/2 mile back to Shadow Lake. As the sun rises and illuminates the crown of rugged Ball Mountain, its reflection in the glassy, still waters of Shadow Lake are a photographer's fantasy.


We'll return to the lodge for the usual hearty breakfast that is a Shadow Lake tradition and then hike leisurely along Red Earth Creek to the trailhead  (8 miles). 


We're off to Kootenay Park beyond the Continental Divide into British Columbia for the second segment of our program. We'll hike from the Vermillion River along Floe Creek with frequent views of the massive Rockwall ahead. A final set of switchbacks mark our approach to Floe Lake, nestled at the base of a sheer 3,000-foot escarpment. The glacier at the base of the escarpment is the source for the lake. If anyone is interested, the optional climb beyond the lake to Numa Pass offers one of the best panoramic views in the Canadian Rockies (12-15 miles). 


We'll return to the Kootenay Lodge for a final evening and then enjoy the leisure of a relaxing hike to the Stanley Glacier Basin and its up-close views of massive Stanley Glacier (5 miles).

Yoho!

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  Aug. 27-Sept. 1

Assembly Point: Lake Louise (airline service to Calgary; bus or Timberline van shuttle between Calgary and Lake Louise prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, all meals, van shuttles between Calgary and Lake Louise, tour leaders, trail maps & narratives)


"Yoho" is a Cree word that translates roughly as "how magnificent" and, if anything, the Cree perhaps understated the utter magnificence of this Canadian Rocky Mountain region. Second smallest of the Canadian Rocky Mountain Parks, Yoho is a land of glacial lakes and towering, snowclad mountains whose steepness explains the park's many spectacular waterfalls. And not lost upon us is Yoho's 252-mile network of trails; without a doubt, Yoho is exciting as a hiking 

destination for Timberline in the season ahead.


Yoho assembles in Lake Louise mid-afternoon of Day 1 (we'll provide a van shuttle from Calgary earlier in the day) with ample opportunity to hike to either of the famous teahouses above the Lake before dinner. We'll spend our first two overnights at beautiful Deer Lodge, adjacent to the lake.


A word of warning about our hike planned for Day 2&#151;you won't believe what you will see on that day. Tucked away in the remote reaches above the Great Divide is some of the most amazing high alpine scenery that you will ever experience. We'll hike along the fire road to Lake O'Hara and climb from the lake, initially to Schaffer Lake, and then well beyond along the McArthur High Route to the startling deep blue waters of Lake McArthur. We'll picnic at the lake and return to O'Hara with time to walk the shoreline of this beautiful lake before catching a shuttle bus for our return to the trailhead (12 miles).


Following a second night at Deer Lodge, we'll head to beautiful Yoho Valley early morning of Day 3. From the Whiskey Jack trailhead, we'll climb to Yoho Lake near Yoho Pass and then beyond to the open slopes at the foot of Emerald Glacier. We'll settle in at the glacier's toe for lunch and enjoy the incredible views across the valley to Takakkaw Falls and up valley along the Iceline Trail (8 miles).


The Cathedral Mountain Lodge will be "home" for the next three nights. On Day 4, we'll van shuttle to Emerald Lake for our encounter with the exciting Wapta Highline. We'll climb steadily from the lake's eastern shore in the shadow of the Presidential Range to Yoho Pass. Our trail moderates at the pass and we'll soon emerge from the trees to the open expanse of the Wapta Highline as it skirts the base of Wapta Peak. The views across valley of the heavily glaciated Presidents are incredible as we approach Burgess Pass. From Burgess, where we'll picnic, we'll be treated to the awesome panorama that includes Mt. Stephen, the town of Field in the Kicking Horse Valley and Emerald Lake. A long descent follows and we're back to the Emerald Lake shoreline trail (12 miles).


We'll return to the Yoho Valley on Day 5, a day devoted to the many spectacular waterfalls of Yoho. Following a visit to Takakkaw Falls, which vies with Della Falls on Vancouver Island as Canada's highest waterfall, we'll hike upstream along the Yoho River toward Twin Falls. Waterfalls are everywhere&#151;Angel's Staircase, Point Lace, Laughing Falls&#151;and then a final climb to Twin Falls (11 miles). 


We'll spend a final night at Cathedral Mountain and then hike leisurely to the glacier-green waters of Sherbrooke Lake above Kicking Horse Pass (5 miles).

Rocky Mountain Magic

Glacier Park

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  July 23-28; Aug. 20-25

Assembly Point: Lake McDonald (airline, rail and bus service to Kalispell/West Glacier; Timberline van 

transfers to and from transportation terminals)

Tour Cost: $1,595 (includes all lodging, all meals, park entrance fees, transfers, leaders, trail maps and narratives)


If we've learned anything in the course of our many years of cycling in Glacier, it's that the cyclist can experience only a hint of it's magnificence. Glacier's "frontcountry" that is accessible by road is spectacular, but pales in comparison with its vast backcountry. It's the hiker who will have the opportunity to capture the essence of the park.


In the season ahead, we'll again collaborate with Glacier Wilderness Guides in the context of an extraordinary 6-day program that explores the alpine magic of Glacier's magnificent backcountry.


We also believe that an important part of all of our national park experiences are the evenings that we spend in the historic national park lodges. We'll spend our overnights in the grand lodges of Glacier.


The Glacier Park Hike assembles mid-afternoon at Lake McDonald Lodge, situated on the shores of Lake McDonald. Our orientation meeting and dinner is planned for the Lodge that evening and we'll shuttle to Logan Pass atop Going-to-the-Sun Road early the following morning. We'll hike the magnificent Highline Trail from Logan Pass along the Garden Wall and the West Face of the Continental Divide to the Granite Chalet in one of the most incredibly beautiful high-alpine settings to be found anywhere. Another .9-mile gentle climb and we're atop the Swiftcurrent Lookout, with a 360-degree panoramic view of the glacier-carved rockscape. We'll then descend below Swiftcurrent Pass into the Many Glacier drainage, passing a series of high-alpine lakes linked by magnificent waterfalls as we head to the Many Glacier Hotel (15 miles).


We'll hike to Grinnell Glacier the following morning from the Swiftcurrent trailhead. We'll walk along Lake Josephine to Mt. Grinnell high above Grinnell Lake and Grinnell Falls, and ultimately to Upper Grinnell Lake and the Glacier itself. We'll return for a second night at the Many Glacier Hotel (Distance&#151;8.5 miles).


Our destination for Day 4 is stunning Iceberg Lake, a 9-mile hike through meadows ablaze with wildflowers beyond Ptarmigan Falls to the glacial cirque where we'll find the lake nestled in the shadow of Iceberg Peak. Floating on the lake's surface are the startling ice formations for which the lake is named. We're then headed for East Glacier following the hike and we'll spend our final two nights at the grand Glacier Park Lodge.


Dawson Pass is our destination for Day 5. We'll catch an early morning boat across Two Medicine Lake and hike from the upper boat dock beyond Twin Falls to the windswept saddle of Dawson, with its magnificent views of the Lewis Range and the glacier-carved valley of Nyack Creek to the south. We'll be prepared to divide our group at this point; those intrigued by a longer loop will follow the Continental Divide on to Pitamakin Pass and return to Two Medicine (16 miles), while those who prefer a more relaxed itinerary will return to the upper boat dock directly from the Dawson summit (6.5 miles).


Our adventure continues on our final day as we return to Two Medicine for a short, but interesting climb to Scenic Point for a final grand vista of the plains to the east (6 miles). We'll enjoy a final lunch at the historic Isaac Walton Inn in Essex as we return to Kalispell late afternoon.

Yellowstone/

Grand Tetons

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri) 

July 30-Aug. 4; Aug. 27-Sept. 1

Assembly Point: Old Faithful (airline service to Jackson; Timberline van shuttle to and from Jackson prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, all meals, 

park entrance fees, shuttles prior to and following tour, leaders, trail maps & narratives)


We've been cycling the Grand Loop in Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks for the past 15 seasons and we've developed an intense attachment to this region. Only when we began hiking in the parks six seasons ago did we begin to understand the full measure of the magic of Yellowstone Country.


The Yellowstone/Grand Teton Hike remains an important component in our Hiking Adventures 

category for the year ahead. Since our program is an inn-to-inn experience and not a backpacking trek, we'll enjoy overnights in the magnificent historic lodges of the parks. We'll spend our first two nights at the grand Old Faithful Inn and the final three evenings at the beautiful Jackson Lake Lodge.


Our program assembles mid-afternoon of Day 1 at the Old Faithful Inn in Yellowstone (we'll provide a van shuttle from the Jackson airport). We'll arrive early enough to explore the fascinating thermal features that surround the Inn, including famous Old Faithful geyser itself.


Day 2, we're off on a 13-mile hike along the Fairy Creek Trail as it meanders through meadows that are prime feeding habitats for bison and elk herds. We'll hike to Mystic Falls and Imperial Geyser, one of the park's most active and dramatic thermal features, and then on to Fairy Falls, whose 300' drop is among Yellowstone's highest.


After a second night at Old Faithful, we'll follow the relaxed Mallard Lake Trail on a 7-mile round-trip hike to the lake through Mallard Lake Canyon. We're then headed to Grand Teton and our first of three nights at the Jackson Lake Lodge.


Early-morning of Day 4, we'll hike Death Canyon above Phelps Lake with its spectacular views of the majestic, snowclad spires of the Teton Range (8 miles).


Perhaps the most spectacular and challenging hike of the program is planned for Day 5. We'll cross Jenny Lake by boat and follow the popular trail to Hidden Falls. The adventure begins beyond the falls as we begin a 2,220' climb to Lake Solitude in the heart of the magnificent Tetons. If you're awed by the beauty of the Tetons from the valley below, you won't believe that which awaits you along the trail to SolitudeÐa hike that many consider to be the quintessential Teton experience (14 miles).


We'll spend a farewell evening at the Jackson Lake Lodge, hike leisurely to Bradley and Taggert Lakes the following day before returning to Jackson where our program concludes mid-afternoon.

The Beartooths

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  Aug. 6-11

Assembly Point: Red Lodge, MT (airline and bus 

service to Billings; Timberline van shuttle between Billings and Red Lodge prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, shuttle between Billings and Red Lodge prior to and following tour, leaders, trail maps and narratives)


For the past decade, Beartooth Pass, straddling the rugged Montana/Wyoming border, has been the cornerstone of several cycling and hiking programs that we have developed in the Yellowstone Country. In so many ways, the Beartooths symbolize the concept of adventure that is the heart of our program. We are a group with an enormous appetite for high mountain adventure; we cherish each and every alpine encounter that we have embraced in our program since our earliest beginnings. But for us, let there be no doubt, Beartooth is without equal&#151;it is the best!


Situated northeast of the Northeast Entrance to Yellowstone National Park, the Beartooths, for the most part, are contained within the vast Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness. The rugged terrain, high elevations and somewhat remote location are factors that conspire to preserve the pristine quality of this region.


Our program will assemble late-afternoon in Red Lodge, eastern gateway to the Beartooths and a short van shuttle from Billings. Following our orientation dinner and first of five overnights at the Rock Creek Resort, we'll shuttle west of town along Rock Creek for our first hike, a moderate 9-mile introduction to the wilderness as we hike to Timberline Lake. The views from the lake are magnificent, including Timberline Glacier and 12,500' Silver Run Peak. 


Early morning of Day 3, we'll shuttle through Roscoe to the East Rosebut Trailhead for our trek along The Beaten Path, the 26-mile trans-wilderness trail that showcases the unspoiled beauty of the Beartooths. No, we're not planning on the full 26-mile course of The Beaten Path, but, rather, the first six-to-seven miles to magnificent Rimrock and Rainbow Lakes. This day's adventure, though, does not end with our return to the trailhead. We're headed for dinner at the incomparable Grizzly Bar in Roscoe, but be forewarned, some of last year's guests have threatened to return this season if only to be part of another Grizzly Bar experience.


On Day 4, we're off to Glacier Lake, nestled serenely above timberline at 9702'. We'll arrive at Glacier Lake late-morning and continue beyond (into Wyoming) to Emerald Lake (6 miles). We'll next head west beyond the Continental Divide on Day 5 for a spectacular encounter with Beartooth High Lakes. Much of this 9-mile hike in the Beartooth high country is at or above timberline with breathtaking views of countless high alpine lakes and the dominating presence of Lonesome Mountain and famous Beartooth Butte. We'll rendezvous with our van at the Beartooth Lake trailhead and head back to the Rock Creek Resort for our final night.


We'll bid farewell to the magnificent Beartooths the following day as we hike leisurely to Quinnebaugh Meadows (8 miles).

Telluride, COLORADO!

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  Aug. 13-18

Assembly Point: Durango (air service to Durango; Timberline van transfers to and from airport prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,495 (includes all lodging, all meals, train from Durango to Silverton, support van, transfers, 

leaders, trail maps & narratives)


Telluride, Colorado&#151;Rocky Mountain magic in its most eloquent expression. Nestled deep in the rugged San Juan Mountains of southwestern Colorado, the once quiet mountain village of Telluride today has become the destination of choice for those seeking a high-country holiday.


And so the West's best kept secret has been revealed and Telluride is thriving, to say the least. The good news, however, is the ease with which one can escape the excitement of town and emerge in an alpine wonderland as magnificent as that to be found anywhere. Colorado is renowned for its alpine grandeur and the San Juans are generally acclaimed as the state's most spectacular range. Praise of that nature speaks volumes about the utter beauty of the San Juans.


In the season ahead, we'll again offer our Telluride Hike, a program that features an exceptional array of backcountry alpine adventures. It's title notwithstanding, Telluride, COLORADO, will assemble in Durango mid-afternoon of Day 1. We'll spend the night in the historic Rochester Hotel and then board the famous narrow gauge train for Silverton early the following morning. We'll hike to Ice Lakes above Silverton that afternoon to acclimate to the region's lofty elevation.


We'll climb close to 1500 feet on the way to Ice Lake, situated in a glacial cirque at the end of a trail that passes several waterfalls and traverses meadows ablaze with wildflowers (6 miles). We'll then head to the beautiful town of Ouray and an evening at the Ouray Chalet.


It's on toward Telluride on Day 3. Near the Dallas Divide, we'll set off along the Blue Lakes Trail on a 12-mile hike to a series of beautiful high alpine lakes, each more magnificent than its predecessor. We'll approach the base of majestic Mt. Sneffels before returning to the trailhead and heading to Telluride, where we'll spend our final three evenings at the Viking Hotel.


Awesome Sneffels again is our focus on Day 4 as we challenge the remarkable Sneffels Highline Trail that skirts the perimeter of the Sneffels Wilderness. We'll hike well above the town on the Judd Wiebe Trail and then follow Butcher Creek upstream as we head for the alpine wonders of Pack and Mill Creek Basins. If you're a photographer, and even if you're not, you won't believe what awaits you in these two basins. The views of the surrounding snowclad San Juans are incredible; expect to wade waist-deep through meadows of wildflowers (13 miles).


We'll hike the Lizard Head trail on Day 5, 

climbing through shimmering aspen groves and more meadows with riotous displays of wildflowers. We'll tread gently through the alpine tundra to the base 

of the Lizard. Once above timberline, views of the surrounding peaks, including Sneffels and Vermillion, are incredible (9 miles).


Following a final overnight at the Viking, we'll ride the tram to the top of the Telluride ski mountain and hike the ridge atop the mountain for yet more of the spectacular views of the amazing San Juans. We'll descend along the backside of the mountain back to town and van shuttle to Durango where our program concludes.

Aspen, COLORADO!

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  Sept. 17-22

Assembly Point: Aspen (air and bus service to Aspen; Timberline van transfers to and from transportation terminals prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, transfers, leaders, trail maps & narratives) 


Aspen Colorado! The mere mention creates a 

ripple of excitement. Everyone knows Aspen&#151;it's forever being thrust in our consciousness. If it's not reports of Jack Nicholson or Goldie Hawn seen linking turns down the face of Ajax, then it's Sly Stallone, Don Johnson and the boys taking the wraps off 

another Planet Hollywood.


That's not the Aspen that will be the heart of our Aspen Hike. The Aspen we promise is the magnificent high-alpine setting whose beauty enraptures everyone with the opportunity to bask in its glow.


Aspen, COLORADO, assembles in Aspen late-afternoon of Day 1 and following our orientation 

dinner, we'll spend the evening at the Limelite Lodge. We'll leave Aspen early-morning on Day 2 and shuttle up the Castle Creek Road beyond Ashcroft to the Cathedral Lake trailhead. Shortly into the 6-mile hike, we'll enter the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness as the trail climbs to timberline and beyond. Our destination is beautiful Cathedral Lake where we'll picnic along its protected shoreline. 


We'll head up the Crystal River Valley following the Cathedral Lake Hike to historic Redstone and our first of two overnights at the Redstone Inn.


On Day 3, we'll challenge Avalanche Pass above nearby Marble, a physically engaging 10-mile round-trip hike with an elevation gain of 3,040 feet to its 12,100' summit. The Avalanche Pass trail is the quintessential Colorado hike, meandering initially through pine 

forest to magnificent meadows studded with aspen that turn a Rocky Mountain autumn into a golden spectacle to behold. The trail crosses Lost Trail Creek before ascending to the alpine tundra that announces the approach of Avalanche Pass. The reward awaits at the summit&#151;an incredible panoramic view of snowclad peaks in every direction, including magnificent Maroon Bells near Aspen.


We'll spend a second night at the Redstone Inn, and then return down-valley toward Mt. Sopris. Our hike for this day is somewhat of a "breather" after Avalanche and before Buckskin. A moderate 7-mile encounter is planned as we traverse the wooded slopes of Sopris to Dinkle and Thomas Lakes. It's then back to Aspen for our final two evenings at 

the Limelite.


Early-morning of Day 5 we'll return to the Maroon Bells area and hike from the Maroon Lake trailhead to Buckskin Pass. We'll come to understand the magic of Aspen&#151;the Aspen whose photos adorn coffee tables throughout the world. This is the Aspen of the Maroon Bells, golden, shimmering aspen and indescribable beauty that will penetrate your soul. This 9-mile hike, into the heart of the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness with an elevation gain of 2,860', promises breathtaking views of Colorado's mighty "fourteeners."


Our final day in Aspen is pure leisure and we've earned it! We're headed for the summit of Aspen Mountain&#151;the famed Ajax that lures skiers worldwide. Our mode of bagging this summit, however, is the Silver Queen, the high-speed gondola that transports skiers to the top of the hill. We'll hike the trails atop Ajax, with its magnificent views of the surrounding alpine landscape, enjoy lunch on the sundeck at the summit restaurant, and then catch the gondola back to town where our program concludes.

Taos/Santa Fe:

The Pecos Wilderness

Dates: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri);  Sept. 24-29

Assembly Point: Taos (airline, rail and bus service to Albuquerque; bus or optional Timberline van shuttle between Albuquerque and Taos prior to and following tour)

Tour Cost: $1,395 (includes all lodging, all meals, 

leaders, van shuttles to and from Albuquerque airport, trail maps and narratives)


Our Pecos Wilderness Hike will assemble in Taos mid-afternoon of Day 1, with ample opportunity to visit the famous Taos Pueblo and Taos Square. Following our orientation dinner, we'll overnight at 

the El Pueblo Lodge and then head for the Carson National Forest, where we'll challenge formidable Gold Hill. At 12,711', Gold Hill is among New Mexico's highest peaks, though falling some 400 feet short of Wheeler's summit. Wheeler, though, is well-travelled; Gold Hill stands alone with views from the summit that are absolutely incredible. Visible from the crest, which is well beyond timberline, are not only Wheeler to the south, but the high "fourteeners" of southern Colorado to the north (10 miles).


Following a second night in Taos, we're headed for the southeast corner of the Pecos Wilderness and a moderate 7-mile hike along bubbling Beaver Creek through beautiful Porvenir Canyon. We'll overnight in the elegant Plaza Hotel on the historic Las Vegas Plaza and then return to the wilderness the following morning as we hike from the Pecos River into the Sangre De Cristos. Our destination on this 10-mile round-trip hike is Stewart Lake, an idyllic mountain tarn below timberline at 10,300 feet.


We'll spend our final two nights in Santa Fe on the famous plaza at Garrett's Desert Inn. On Day 5, we'll shuttle to the Santa Fe Ski Basin and climb from the trailhead to beautiful Nambe Lake (7 miles). The lake has profound spiritual significance for the Tewa people of the Nambe Pueblo who believe the lake is home to the spirits of "those who never did become."


We'll hike leisurely on our final day above Santa Fe through Hyde Park to the excellent views of Lake and Tesuque Peaks, the Sandias and Jemez mountains in the distance (5 miles).

The Pacific Rim

Hawaii: Volcanoes and the Kailua-Kona Coast

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  

Jan. 23-28; Oct. 29-Nov. 3

Assembly Point: Kailua-Kona (airline service to Kailua-Kona; Timberline van transfers to and from airport)

Tour Cost: $1,595 (includes all lodging, all meals, 

leaders, transfers, trail maps & narratives)


Vast, surreal lava fields streaming from towering, massive mountains that rise from the ocean floor; a lush remote valley whose parameters are defined by 1,000-foot walls and whose landscape is punctuated by a myriad of thunderous waterfalls; miles and miles of remote black sand beaches&#151;this is the Big Island of Hawaii and that's where we're headed in the season ahead.


We'd like to say that we at Timberline are the 

first to visit this island in search of adventure. The reality is that Hawaii has been the destination of choice for adventurers for many centuries, from the ancient Polynesians, perhaps the greatest seafaring adventurers of all time, to modern day hikers and backpackers, among others, who have discovered a new meaning to adventure in this tropical paradise.


Adventure for Timberline on the big Island 

translates into a 6-day hiking program that will 

experience the island's amazing diversity. We'll visit the awesome volcanoes, hike their rims and into the bowels of their craters. We'll trek into the isolation of the Waipio Valley, and then explore the breathtaking Kailua-Kona Coast,


We'll assemble in Kailua-Kona and van shuttle to Volcanoes National Park. Along the way, as an excuse to stretch our legs, we'll visit the City of Refuge on the Kona Coast. We'll spend our first of three nights at the Volcano House on the rim within the park and then set out on the Crater Rim Trail the following morning. A short sidetrip from this trail leads to Halemaumau, the famed firepit and legendary home of Pele, goddess of volcanoes. We'll also descend into Kilawea Caldera and walk along its lava floor (11 miles).


On Day 3, we'll hike the Napau Crater Trail as it traverses lava fields to Puu Huluhulu, and then to the observation point above with its views into the 

volcano's fern-filled crater and the rain forest beyond. Also visible is the smoking hulk of Mauna Ulu. Our trail soon passes into the dense rain forest and we'll continue to vast Napau Crater (12.5 miles).


Following another overnight at Volcano House, we'll shuttle north to Waipio Valley. A steep descent from the trailhead leads to the valley floor and we'll spend the day exploring this magnificent area. We'll visit the black sand beaches of Waipio as well as its many spectacular waterfalls (6 miles). From Waipio, we'll shuttle to Kona, where we'll spend our final two evenings.


Day 5 is a treat with a healthy dose of leisure and an intriguing change of pace. We'll hike the Captain Cook Trail, a 4-mile round-tripper that includes an 

awesome 1400-foot descent to the pounding surf below. We'll hang out for much of this day on a beautiful black sand beach that offers some of the best snorkeling on the island. We'll spend our final night in Kona and then hike along the coast from Milolii to Aholi Holua, an ancient slide used by ancestral Hawaiians as a form of athletic competition (4 miles). We'll then return to Kailua-Kona, where our program concludes.

Kauai: Waimea Canyon and the Na Pali Coast

Date: (6 days, 5 nights; Sun-Fri)  

Jan. 30-Feb. 4; Nov. 5-10

Assembly Point: Lihue (airline service to Lihue; Timberline van transfers to and from airport)

Tour Cost: $1,595 (includes all lodging, all meals, 

leaders, transfers, trail maps & narratives)


Rain forests, waterfalls, deep canyons not to be believed, and a wilderness shoreline without equal&#151;Kauai is a hiker's fantasy. Clearly, Timberline is 

headed to Hawaii this season and we could not imagine creating an adventure program in the islands that 

didn't include wondrous Kauai. Kauai and adventure truly are as one.


Kauai is the oldest geologically of the Hawaiian chain and the first to be visited by Captain James Cook (a distinction perhaps best forgotten). Located on Kauai is Mt. Waialeale, the wettest spot on earth (did you really want to know that) and the only place where the unique iliau plant is found.


In the course of our Kauai program, we'll visit Kokee State Park and hike magnificent Waimea Canyon, the Grand Canyon of the Pacific. We'll hike to several of the island's fabled waterfalls, explore the wild Na Pali Coast, experience the magic of Hanalei, and, who knows, perhaps even catch a glimpse of Puff, that magic dragon, off the shores of Hanalei Beach.


We'll assemble in Lihue mid-afternoon of Day 1 and van shuttle to Kokee State Park. We'll spend our first of three nights at the Waimea Plantation Cottages and devote Day 2 to the Nualolo-Awaawapui Trail, considered among the best hikes in all of Hawaii. The trail begins in a rain forest, but ultimately breaks into the open on a ridge leading to the spectacular Na Pali Cliffs and their phenomenal views of the brilliant blue waters of the sea and the Na Pali Coast nearly 2,000 feet below (6.5 miles).


Wondrous Waimea Canyon is our plan for Day 3 along the Kukui Trail that drops 2,000 feet to the canyon floor and (in case you were hoping for a 

miracle) inevitably rises again to the canyon rim (5 miles). Following a third night at the Waimea Plantation Cottages, we'll hike to spectacular Waipoo and Kumuwela Falls, with more views of Waimea Canyon along the way (6 miles).


We're off to Hanalei late-afternoon of Day 4, where we'll spend the next two nights, and begin 

our exploration of the Na Pali Coast the following morning. We'll hike the remarkable Kalalau Trail, though not to its terminus at Kalalau Beach. We'll begin at Kee Beach and alternately climb to overpowering views from high cliffs only to again descend, first to Hanakapiai Beach and then into 

the rain forest of Hanakapiai Valley. We'll hike 

along the valley floor to Hanakapiai Falls and then return to our trailhead (9.2 miles).


We've earned some leisure and we also have no intention of leaving Kauai without some quality beach time. We'll spend this final day in search of a different perspective of the Na Pali Coast&#151;on board an excursion boat whose itinerary includes the opportunity 

for some offshore snorkeling. We'll return to Lihue late-afternoon where our program concludes. 

Custom Touring with Timberline

A  n important area of emphasis for Timberline again this season will be the creation of custom and charter programs. From our inception, we have always worked with a wide variety of special groups and have staged many different types of outdoor programs with these groups.

A custom program presents an extraordinary opportunity for a group of people sharing a common interest, or some other special bond, to share a very intimate, personalized experience. The custom program also extends the added opportunity for members of the group to participate in the process of shaping the content of that experience in a manner that will best respond to the needs and expectations of the group.

Any program described in this brochure can be staged as a custom tour. Itineraries can be modified to accommodate the particular needs of the group. Programs can also be structured through the cooperative input of group representatives and our staff, and can involve a number of activities cycling, both on-road and off-road, including hiking, rafting, canoeing and horsepacking.

Moreover, we are not limited in our ability to structure custom programs by that which constitutes our existing proprietary program. In past seasons, for example, we have planned and staged programs in northern Vermont, California's Death Valley and Joshua Tree National Monuments, northern Michigan and in Canada's Atlantic provinces.

Dates for custom programs can be selected by the group, though governed by certain practical considerations. As a general rule of thumb, availability of dates is a function of advance notice in the planning of a program and particularly those focusing upon our national parks during peak summer months.

Drop us a line or telephone; tell us what you have in mind and we'll start to formulate some ideas with you that ultimately will materialize into that "special program" that you will not soon forget. 

General Information

Tour Departure and Termination

All cycling tours, both road and mountain bike, depart from assembly locations early morning of Day 1. Guests should plan arrivals at assembly locations not later than the evening prior to tour departure. Note that pre-tour orientation dinners will be held on the evening prior to tour departure.

Hiking programs assemble early-afternoon of Day 1 and orientation dinners are planned for that first evening. Guests for hiking programs should plan their arrival at assembly locations not later than 1:00 p.m. of Day 1

All tours will conclude by late afternoon of the final day, although times vary according to tour. If you plan to travel on the day the tour concludes, we recommend that you contact Timberline to determine whether a particular travel connection is workable. 

Pre-tour/Post-tour Lodging

Lodging for the nights prior to departure and following the tour's conclusion is not included in the tour package cost. Upon request (see Registration Form), Timberline can reserve pre-tour and post-tour lodging at an inn near our points of departure and return.

Reservations/Deposits/Payments

Reservations can be made by completing the Registration Form in this brochure and mailing it to the address indicated on the form. Reservations must be accompanied by a deposit of $300 per person; full payment of the remaining balance must follow not later than 30 days prior to the tour's departure. Timberline will also accept a reservation by telephone, fax or e-mail, and will hold space for 7 days pending the arrival of the Registration form and deposit.

Discounts

The following discounts apply to groups registering for the same tour: 4-7 persons&#151;5%; 

8 or more persons&#151;10%. Persons registering for more than one tour during the course of a season qualify for 5% discounts applicable to each tour. "Returning vets" (i.e. those who have toured with Timberline in prior seasons) qualify for the following discounts: 1 prior tour&#151;5%; 2 or more tours&#151;10%. Total applicable discounts may not exceed 10%. 

Cancellations and Refunds

In the event of cancellation by a participant, all monies paid toward a trip registration will be refunded with the exception of a $100 cancellation fee, provided that written notification of such cancellation is received by Timberline not later than 45 days prior to tour departure. In the event of cancellation less than 45 days, but more than 21 days prior to tour departure, only those funds in excess of the initial deposit will be refunded. No refunds will be granted for cancellations received less than 21 days prior to tour departure. No refund or discount will be granted for arriving late or leaving a tour prior to its conclusion.

Timberline reserves the right to cancel any tour for which less than eight persons have registered, provided that registrants are notified of such cancellation not less than 30 days prior to that tour's departure. In the event of such cancellation, participants may transfer to another tour or receive a full refund at their option.

Refunds constitute full settlement in the event of cancellation of a tour; Timberline is not responsible for non-refundable airfares. 

Insurance

Trip cancellation insurance provides reimbursement for non-refundable airfares and tour deposits should you have to cancel a tour due to personal or family illness or accident. That insurance also can provide reimbursement for non-refundable airfares should we cancel a tour. Insurance information will be included in your post-registration packet. 

Bicycle/Helmet Rentals

A bicycle that is properly conditioned is essential. Bring your own bicycle or rent one of our Trek 21Ðspeed touring or hybrid (upright handlebars) road bikes, or off-road mountain bikes. All rental bicycles are equipped with touring saddles, water bottles, toe clips, rear 

pannier rack and rack-top pack, at a cost of $100 per tour. We urge all cyclists to wear 

helmets, which are available for use at no charge. Rental bicycles and helmets will be 

available at all tour locations, but must be reserved in advance. 

Pre-Tour Preparation

Upon receipt of your registration, we will send a full packet of information, including suggestions concerning recommended clothing and other gear, comments about the 

weather you might expect on tour, some tips on physical conditioning, along with 

additional information about the tour, airport transfers, van shuttles, pre- and post-tour lodging confirmations, and our pre-tour orientation dinner. 

7975 E. Harvard #J

Denver, Colorado 80231

(800)417-2453 

(303)368-4418  

Fax: (303)368-1651

Web Site: 

http://timbertours.com/tours/

E-mail: 

timber@boulder.earthnet.net 

